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Essential Selective  
Thinking Skills Book 1 – Errata

14/04/2025

Test 1, Page 4, Question 3 – The answer on p100 changed from B to D along with a change in 
the answer explanation. 

12/01/2026

Test 1, Page 7, Question 9 – The question on p7 and the answer and explanation on  
page 100 have both been revised.
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1 In a survey of 1000 people, everyone that likes chicken likes pizza. Everyone that liked 
pizza liked ice cream but no one who liked pizza liked burgers. 

 
 Hillary, Maggie, Hazel and Johnathan all took part in the survey. 
 
 Based on the above information, which one of the following must be true? 
 

A If Johnathan likes ice cream, he also likes burgers 
 B If Hazel does not like chicken, she does not like ice cream 

C If Maggie does not like ice cream, she does not like burgers 
D If Hillary likes chicken, she does not like burgers 

 
 
2 It is important for children to be outside and stay active with their friends. While this means 

that they may occasionally get hurt, it allows them to experience the world and be young 
and free. 

 
 Which one of the following, if true, most strengthens the above argument? 
 

A When children are inside they usually get addicted to technology  
 B Children need more time to relax and play video games 

C Some children need to spend more time with their family 
D Some children need to spend too much time outside with their friends 

 
 
3

  
Tara: “If the signal is not flashing anymore, the engine must not be dying anymore.” 

 
Ridd: “No, that means the car engine is already dead.” 

 
If the information in the box is true, whose reasoning is correct? 

 
A Tara only 

 B Ridd only 
C Both Tara and Ridd 
D Neither Tara nor Ridd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whenever the caution signal on Belinda’s car begins to flash, it means the engine is 
starting to die out. 
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Questions 4 and 5 refer to the following information.  
  
The percentage of commuters who took public transport to work over one week is shown below.  

 
Day Percentage of commuters taking 

public transport 
Monday 60% 
Tuesday 62% 
Wednesday ? 
Thursday 56% 
Friday 70% 

 
4 If the average percentage attendance for the week was 65%, what percentage of 

commuters took public transport on Wednesday? 
  
 A 69% 
 B 80% 
 C 77% 
 D 65% 
 
 
5 Which of the following column charts represents the information in the table? 

 

  
                A                          B  
 

    
                C               D 
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Selective Practice Test Answers 
Thinking Skills 1 

  
 

Question  Answer Explanation 

1 D 
Chicken → Pizza (X = Burgers) → Ice Cream 
A and C cannot be as they do not adhere to the rule, B cannot be as the rule 
cannot be applied backwards. 

2 A 
B and C do not support the argument. D does not provide a strong reason why 
they should play outside whilst A does by citing the issue of technology. 

3 D 
Tara thinks no flashing means the engine is fine, while Ridd thinks it means the 
engine is dead. But the statement doesn't confirm either—just that flashing 
means it's starting to die. So, neither is correct. 

4 C 
Average is 65, therefore sum of all 5 is 65 x 5 = 325 
325 – (60 + 62 + 56 + 70) = 77 

5 A Check the positioning of each column carefully. 

6 A 
B and D are negative statements and C is positive but does not strongly support 
the argument. 

7 B 
The idiom means that addressing a problem that occurs in the present will reduce 
it from becoming a bigger problem in the future.  

8 C 
Lisa is correct in recognising that lollipops mean both girls individually received 
over a 90. Claire is correct in recognising that they could have differing marks that 
could add up to 90. 

9 A 

Piravin assumes that free education will allow more people to attend, but Option 
A explains that if universities rely mainly on limited government funding, they 
may need to restrict enrolment numbers, resulting in fewer available places. This 
directly undermines Piravin’s argument, while the other options support the idea 
that fees limit access. 

10 C 
It provides two reasons why they would require less or more than 4 trophies 
either one of the top 3 is the record breaker or some trophies may have multiple 
winners. 

11 B 
Imagine mirrors along the dotted lines to imagine what the paper looks like when 
unfolded. 
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12 D 
(Left) Serena – Kate – Michael – Jade – Victoria (Right)  
Following the information in the following order by numbering the dot points 
from 1 – 5: 1 → 2 → 4 → 5 → 3 

13 B 

Following the statements below the graph without cricket counted there are 31 
girls and 30 boys. The number of students who play cricket is 29 so 1 more extra 
boy must play cricket leading to the outcome of 14 girls and 15 boys playing 
cricket. 

14 A 

B, C and D do not support the argument as it does not properly address the issue. 
A provides the best statement by providing a reason why there needs to be more 
than one garbage collection by accounting for larger families who can produce 
more rubbish. 

15 A 
Someone can request an item that Toy Store does not have and that means Janae 
can’t get it for them nor open the door. 

16 B 

Consider the top row. Triangle (3 sides) → hexagon (6 sides), the number of sides 
doubles. 
Since the cross has 12 sides, our missing shape would have 12/2=6 sides, so the 
hexagon is the most suitable figure. 

17 C 
Room 3 is the correct answer as it does not necessarily mean the person is named 
Mark and room 3 still works even when the other statement is correct. It is the 
only one that works in both scenarios. 

18 B 
B best fits as a person can break multiple records whilst the rest do not make 
sense or align with the information in the box. 

19 B Most to least happy by overall group: Ice cream → Broccoli → Fish.  

20 A 

 Chicken Beef Pork Total 
Morning 0 0 1 1 
Recess 5 6 19 30 
Lunch 7 2 0 9 
Total 12 8 20 40 

 

21 B 10 x 20 + 8 x 12.5 + 12 x 9.5 

22 A 
Since she was already experienced she only needed to do well in her school 
report, meaning failure to get in is due to a bad report. 

23 C 
Neither is correct as they both make statements in certainty which does not  
align with the information in the box.  
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6 When Jess told Thomas she wanted to give up dance to focus on becoming a professional 
hockey player, Thomas did not agree. He said, ”You should not have to give up all your 
passions and interests to achieve your goals”. 

 
Which one of these statements, if true, most strengthens Thomas’s argument? 

 
A Having multiple interests will keep Jess happy and allow her to enjoy more of her 

passions 
 B Dance often takes hard work and coordination which ultimately poses the risk of  
                        injury for Jess 
 C Her school encourages having hobbies and interests 
 D Jess’ latest report showed her results getting worse because she was tired from  
                        dance practice 
 
 
7 “A stitch in time saves nine” 
 

If this is true, which one of the following sentences must be true? 
 
 A If Faith rips a hole in her Jeans, she should ignore it 
 B If Faith rips a hole in her Jeans, she should fix it before it gets bigger 
 C If Faith rips a hole in her Jeans, there is no point fixing such a small hole 
 D If Faith rips a hole in her Jeans, she should buy a new pair of Jeans 
 
 
8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Lisa: “If we both got lollipops, we must have both gotten over 90” 
 
 Claire: “Just because we both got 90 overall does not mean that we got the exact same 

marks”  
 
 If the information in the box is true, whose reasoning is correct? 
 
 A Claire only 
 B Lisa only 
 C Both Claire and Lisa 
 D Neither Claire nor Lisa 
 
 
 
 
 

At the end of the term, Mr Potato gives out lollipops to everyone that got over 90 
overall in the Reading and Comprehension Exam. This means that the Reading 
scores are added to the Comprehension scores for example if a student scored 20 in 
Reading and 30 in Comprehension then their overall score would be 50.  
 
Jamal and Carrie both got lollipops. 
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9 Piravin argues that university education should be free because charging fees unfairly limits 
access to higher education. 

 
Which one of these statements, if true, weakens Piravin’s argument? 

 
A Universities that rely primarily on government funding often restrict enrolment 

numbers due to limited budgets 
B Students from higher-income families are statistically more likely to attend university 

than students from lower-income families 
 C Tuition fees can discourage some students from applying to university 
 D Removing tuition fees would reduce financial barriers to higher education 
 
 
10  
 
 
 
 Freddy: “This means that we will only need 4 trophies for the first three places and the 
 record breaker”. 
 
 Which one of the following sentences shows the mistake Freddy made? 
 
 A The record breaker may not come in the top 3 places  
 B There may be fewer golfers competing this year in the races 
 C The record-breaker may also come in the top 3 or there may be more than one 
 D There are more categories this year which will lead to greater participation numbers 
 
 
11 A square piece of paper is folded into halves then quarters and holes are punched through 

all four layers like this: 

 
 
 When opened, which of the following will it look like? 
 

 
          A               B     C       D 

 
 
 
 
 

In the National Golf Tournament, trophies are given to golfers that come first, 
second, third or anyone that breaks a record. 
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Selective Practice Test Answers 
Thinking Skills 1 

  
 

Question  Answer Explanation 

1 D 
Chicken → Pizza (X = Burgers) → Ice Cream 
A and C cannot be as they do not adhere to the rule, B cannot be as the rule 
cannot be applied backwards. 

2 A 
B and C do not support the argument. D does not provide a strong reason why 
they should play outside whilst A does by citing the issue of technology. 

3 D 
Tara thinks no flashing means the engine is fine, while Ridd thinks it means the 
engine is dead. But the statement doesn't confirm either—just that flashing 
means it's starting to die. So, neither is correct. 

4 C 
Average is 65, therefore sum of all 5 is 65 x 5 = 325 
325 – (60 + 62 + 56 + 70) = 77 

5 A Check the positioning of each column carefully. 

6 A 
B and D are negative statements and C is positive but does not strongly support 
the argument. 

7 B 
The idiom means that addressing a problem that occurs in the present will reduce 
it from becoming a bigger problem in the future.  

8 C 
Lisa is correct in recognising that lollipops mean both girls individually received 
over a 90. Claire is correct in recognising that they could have differing marks that 
could add up to 90. 

9 A 

Piravin assumes that free education will allow more people to attend, but Option 
A explains that if universities rely mainly on limited government funding, they 
may need to restrict enrolment numbers, resulting in fewer available places. This 
directly undermines Piravin’s argument, while the other options support the idea 
that fees limit access. 

10 C 
It provides two reasons why they would require less or more than 4 trophies 
either one of the top 3 is the record breaker or some trophies may have multiple 
winners. 

11 B 
Imagine mirrors along the dotted lines to imagine what the paper looks like when 
unfolded. 
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12 D 
(Left) Serena – Kate – Michael – Jade – Victoria (Right)  
Following the information in the following order by numbering the dot points 
from 1 – 5: 1 → 2 → 4 → 5 → 3 

13 B 

Following the statements below the graph without cricket counted there are 31 
girls and 30 boys. The number of students who play cricket is 29 so 1 more extra 
boy must play cricket leading to the outcome of 14 girls and 15 boys playing 
cricket. 

14 A 

B, C and D do not support the argument as it does not properly address the issue. 
A provides the best statement by providing a reason why there needs to be more 
than one garbage collection by accounting for larger families who can produce 
more rubbish. 

15 A 
Someone can request an item that Toy Store does not have and that means Janae 
can’t get it for them nor open the door. 

16 B 

Consider the top row. Triangle (3 sides) → hexagon (6 sides), the number of sides 
doubles. 
Since the cross has 12 sides, our missing shape would have 12/2=6 sides, so the 
hexagon is the most suitable figure. 

17 C 
Room 3 is the correct answer as it does not necessarily mean the person is named 
Mark and room 3 still works even when the other statement is correct. It is the 
only one that works in both scenarios. 

18 B 
B best fits as a person can break multiple records whilst the rest do not make 
sense or align with the information in the box. 

19 B Most to least happy by overall group: Ice cream → Broccoli → Fish.  

20 A 

 Chicken Beef Pork Total 
Morning 0 0 1 1 
Recess 5 6 19 30 
Lunch 7 2 0 9 
Total 12 8 20 40 

 

21 B 10 x 20 + 8 x 12.5 + 12 x 9.5 

22 A 
Since she was already experienced she only needed to do well in her school 
report, meaning failure to get in is due to a bad report. 

23 C 
Neither is correct as they both make statements in certainty which does not  
align with the information in the box.  
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18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Which of the following express why the headline does not accurately reflect the evidence 
 provided by the survey? 
 
  1   40 – 50 year old women might be using other digital applications. 
  2   Evidence from a single survey is insufficient to show that a gap is growing. 
  3   Surveys can be misleading if they are taken from unrepresentative samples. 
 
 A 1 and 2 
 B 1 and 3 
 C 2 and 3 
 D 1, 2 and 3 
 
 
19  An advertisement for Freddy’s Pizzeria claims: 
 
 Here at Freddy’s we will always serve you within five minutes! 
 
 This claim was tested by ordering from four pizza stores with two questions being asked: 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Which two answers must be known to test the claim that the advertisement makes?  
 
 A a and b.    
 B a and c.  
 C c and d.   
 D b and d. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pizza  Was it a FREDDY’S pizza? Was it served in 5 minutes? 
1 No (a) 
2 (b) No 
3 (c) Yes 
4 Yes (d) 

Growing digital divide between age group 

75 % of female aged 20 – 30 regularly browse social  
networking sites according to a survey in 2019, whereas  
only 25% of 40 – 50 year old women do the same. 
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20  The nightlight in Mina’s room turns on at 9:00 pm and turns off at 2:00 am. 
The room is dark unless the nightlight is on. 
At 6:00 pm, Mina and Sally finished dinner. Two hours later, they are in Mina’s room. 

 
 
 Mina: “The nightlight is off, so the room is dark.” 
 
 Sally: “The nightlight will not turn on for another hour.” 
 
 If the information in the box is true, whose reasoning is correct?  
 
 A Mina only   
 B Sally only 
 C Both Mina and Sally 
 D Neither Mina nor Sally 
 
 
21 Across every culture throughout time, flowers have played a significant role in the lives of 

people. Through religion, art and literature, the flower has followed our path; its cycle of 
birth, growth, bloom and death, is a perfect shadow of the human experience. It was during 
the reign of Queen Victoria however that flowers became more than just objects of 
admiration and ritual, but a means of communicating cryptic messages through their very 
own language. 

 
 Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument above?  
 

 A Flowers are only used to look pretty and to make a fashion statement. 
 B Florists learn the meaning of flowers to help people send messages.  

 C The meaning of flowers can be understood by all. 
 D Flowers are used by people without knowing their meanings. 
 
 
22 In the figure below, there is a shape made up of trapeziums, rectangles and triangles. 

Triangles that have unique proportions are counted as different shapes. How many 
lightning bolts are in a different shape? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A 7 
 B 16 
 C 24 
 D none of the above 
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9 D 
Neither is correct. Rachel’s comment is not relevant to any information in the 
box. Aimee is wrong as she does not state the colour of the light, needing to be 
red for the fish to specifically be enjoying. 

10 D 
A, B and C supports the argument or doesn’t make sense. D weakens it by stating 
how being a night owl can be beneficial.  

11 B 35000 x 0.02 = $7000 

12 C 

 SPEED CREATIVITY 
1 Bunny Stefi  
2 Sophie Ryan  
3 Mel Mel  
4 Ryan Sophie 
5 Stefi Bunny  

 

13 C A(up), B(front), C(Side) 

14 B A, C and D all are possible whilst B cannot be achieved. 

15 A 
B, C and D do not get to the underlying assumption. A states the importance of 
fossil due to how difficult it is to find fossils well preserved. 

16 B 
Because of the pattern being in the middle it eliminated D. A and C are wrong as  
it does not match the lines needed for what has been drawn. 

17 B 

(Left) British, Blue, Dog – Australian, Red – American, Green, Cat – Yellow, Rabbit  
- Russian, Pink, Lizard (Right)  
American has to be green with the option of yellow or green and the Russian 
doesn’t live next to the American. 

18 A 

1 notes that 45 – 54 may be using other digital applications which makes the 
information biased 
2 highlights that one survey cannot be used to support a growing divide  
3 does not accurately reflect the issue discussed as it is more of a general 
statement  
Therefore 1 and 2 are the right options 

19 D 

A and C cannot be as they are either both YES or NO. It cannot be B as (a) 
provides the opportunity for it to be YES which is not what we are looking for. D is 
correct as (b) shows NO so we need to know who it is and (d) is YES and we need 
to know the time. 

20 C 

Two hours after 6:00 pm is 8:00 pm, which is before the nightlight turns on at 
9:00 pm, so the nightlight is still off and the room is dark. Mina is correct because 
an off nightlight means the room is dark, and Sally is also correct because at 8:00 
pm the nightlight will not turn on for another hour.  
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21 B 
A, C and D do not support the argument. B supports the argument by telling us 
the purpose of florists is to help understand flowers. 

22 D 

All of the lightning bolts are in different regular shapes. They are all in the large 
triangle (the entire shape) plus either the left triangle or the rectangle. They are 
also in either of the large triangles divided by the diagonal line through the large 
rectangle. Finally, they are either in a smaller triangle or a trapezium. There are 
25 lightning bolts in total. 

23 D A, B and C don’t provide a reason for Danny’s acceptance.  

24 C 
A, B and D just re-iterate the purpose of creation stories or don’t support the 
argument. C provides reasoning and background as to why people use the creation 
stories. 

25 A 
B is as there is no time limit on making plans. C and D are not issues. A is the 
answer as the time limit is applicable to people using the computer.  

26 A 
Numbering the statements from 1-6. Statement 4 eliminates C and D. Next 
important statement is 3 which eliminates B leaving A as the only option. 

27 B 
The first record holder to beat Steve was Noureddine Morceli becoming the new 
holder in 1995, his record was only broken by the newest record holder Hicham El 
Guerrouj in 1998. Everyone else has not received the title. 

28 A 
B, C and D do not strengthen the argument strongly. A highlights the benefits of 
handwriting. 

29 A 

B, C and D do not align with the statement made as they all to a certain degree 
are not true. A is correct as not losing the original box means they will forget to 
use stones as the statement above says if they lose the original box then they will 
remember to use the stones. 

30 C 
If YES to is hair a different colour to face, this suits the first and third image. 
If NO to is hair a different colour to face, this suits the second and fourth image. 

31 D 
Jay has forgotten that some national anthems are instrumental and some whole 
national anthems can be the same as other countries. 

32 C 
25% = $35 
1% = $1.40 
39% = $54.60 

33 C 
A and B do not support or provide strong evidence. D is incorrect as it is stated in 
the information only one scholarship is handed out. C provides a justification and 
strong evidence. 
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12/01/2026

Test 3, Page 45, Question 20 – The question on p45 and the answer and explanation on  
page 108 have both been revised.


