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Persuasive Text: 1  

  

Exposition 
"All Students Should Wear School Uniform." 

 

Language Features 
 

Focus 

 Cohesion 
(connective 
words, referring 
words) 

 Persuasive 
devices 
(repetition, 
emotional appeal, 
modals) 

 Sentence 
structure 

 Identifying text 
structure 

 Cohesion 
 Persuasive 

devices 
 Deconstruction 

of modelled 
text 

 Understanding 
the writing 
criteria for a 
persuasive text 

 
Persuasive Text 1 outlines the text structure 
and language features required when 
constructing an exposition. It contains 
additional activities on cohesion and 
persuasive devices. 
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Persuasive Text 1: Exposition  
 

"All Students Should Wear School Uniform."  
 

Below is an example of a simple persuasive text based on the topic:  
"All Students Should Wear School Uniform."  
Read the text carefully and answer the questions below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions 

1. What type of text is this? Provide examples to support your answer. 

2. What language features make this a persuasive text? 

3. List four reasons why students should wear school uniform. 

4. Would this text persuade school students to wear a school uniform? Justify your answer 
with two reasons.  

 
"All Students Should Wear School Uniform." 

 
All students should wear a uniform to school for four reasons. A 
school uniform provides unity, identity, prevents peer pressure and 
helps students stay focused on learning. 
 
A school uniform is an item of clothing which represents unity. It is 
the determining factor which distinguishes one school from another. 
Having all students wear a uniform helps to create a sense of 
belonging and a positive school spirit.  
 
In addition, school uniform represents something unique to a school. 
When students wear their school uniform, people know which 
school they go to and in case students get lost, they can get help 
from people to take them back to their school. 
 
Moreover, wearing a school uniform prevents the need for students 
to constantly raid their wardrobe every morning for something to 
wear. Uniforms take pressure off students and prevent young 
people feeling pressured to wear the latest trendy clothes - 
whatever they may be! 
 
Furthermore, experts believe that school uniforms are a positive 
aspect of school life. They state that uniforms help students focus on 
their learning rather than on fashion and promote a form of 
discipline and routine. 
 
Therefore, all students should wear a uniform to school. 
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Unpacking the Text - Cohesion  

Cohesion in writing means that the ideas and concepts presented are easy to follow and 
make complete sense to the reader.  This is achieved by the use of cohesive devices. 
Cohesive devices help structure the writing. They are words or phrases that connect the 
ideas in a piece of writing. Examples of some cohesive devices are: 

 connective words: moreover, in addition, furthermore, likewise, although, etc. 
 referring words: pronouns (it, they), demonstratives (this, that), definite article 

(the). 
 synonyms: to reduce repetition of the same word throughout a text.  

 
By using cohesive devices the writer ensures that connections and relationships between 
the ideas presented in a text are easy to follow. 

 
"All Students Should Wear School Uniform." 

 
Cohesive devices 

 
All students should wear a uniform to school for four 
reasons. A school uniform provides unity, identity, 
prevents peer pressure and helps students stay focused 
on learning. 
  
A school uniform is an item of clothing which represents 
unity. It is the determining factor which distinguishes one 
school from another. Having all students wear a uniform 
helps to create a sense of belonging and a positive school 
spirit.  
 
In addition, school uniform represents something unique 
to a school. When students wear their school uniform, 
people know which school they go to and in case 
students get lost, they can get help from people to take 
them back to their school. 
 
Moreover, wearing a school uniform prevents the need 
for students to constantly raid their wardrobe every 
morning for something to wear. Uniforms take pressure 
off students and prevent young people feeling pressured 
to wear the latest trendy clothes - whatever they may be! 
 
Furthermore, experts believe that school uniforms are a 
positive aspect of school life. They state that uniforms 
help students focus on their learning rather than on 
fashion and promote a form of discipline and routine. 
 
Therefore, all students should wear a uniform to school. 

 

 

The referring word 'It' 

(pronoun) refers to school 

uniform. This reduces the 

possibility of repetition. 

 

 

'In addition' is a connective  

as it is connecting the ideas 

or arguments presented in 

the first paragraph with the 

new information in the 

second paragraph. 

The referring words 'their', 

'they', (pronouns) and the 

synonym  'young people' 

refer to the students. 

Referring word 'they' 

(pronoun) refers to the 

experts. 
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More on cohesion… 

 

 

 

 

4a. Extension work: Read the following sentences which contain cohesive devices. 
 
1. My favourite car is the Ferrari. This state of the art vehicle is world renowned for its speed 
and sleek design which attracts motor enthusiasts from all over the world. 
 

Note: In the second sentence "This state of the art vehicle" the word vehicle functions as a 
synonym for car. This adds variety to the text, ensuring that the reader remains engaged in 
the topic presented.  

 

2. The Simpsons is a situational comedy produced in America. It has been viewed by many 
people around the world. 
 

Note: In the second sentence the word "it" (pronoun) refers to the sit-com The Simpsons. It 
is unnecessary and uninteresting for the writer to repeat the title of the sit-com 
continuously throughout the text.  
 
3. The issue with extreme plastic surgery is that people do not age gracefully. Plastic surgery 
can become addictive and lead to many people with disfigured body parts. 
 

Note: In the first sentence, the noun group plastic surgery appears again in the second 
sentence which is a repetitive strategy to emphasise the writer's point.  
 
 
4b. Extension work: Read the following sentences and name the cohesive devices used. 
 
1) Chocolate is man's best friend. It is a sweet that can cure any bad mood.  
 

2) Mobile phones are essential for everyone in today's technologically savvy society. They 
provide us with information, personal security and connect us to family and friends, 
anywhere, anytime, all the time.  
 

3) Furthermore, experts believe that school uniforms are a positive aspect of school life.  
 
4) Nowadays people can also use their mobile phones to search the net, as navigators when 
travelling, to email friends and business associates, to play games and network with people 
at the touch of a button from any location.  

Check point! 
Examples of cohesive devices are synonyms, antonyms, pronouns, connective words and word repetition. To 
ensure a piece of text is not repetitive, effective writers use: pronouns (he, she, they), definite article (the) 
and demonstratives (this, that). Cohesive writing is clear and easy to follow! 
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 Unpacking the Text - Persuasive Devices  
 
Persuasive devices ensure that the text is convincing (eg. positive/negative word choice, 
rhetorical questions, repetition, emotional appeal, hyperboles, irony and analogies, etc.) 
and to enhance the position of the writer. (Refer to the persuasive devices table, pg 19) 
 

 

5a) The underlined sections highlight the persuasive devices (analogy, factual information, 
emotional appeal, word repetition and strong word choice (modals) used by the writer. 
Read the text carefully and annotate the persuasive devices in the space provided. 
  

Text 
structure 

 
"All Students Should Wear School Uniform." 

Persuasive 
devices 

Statement of 
position 
identifying the 
writer’s opinion  
 
Series of 
arguments  
 
 
Argument 1 and 
elaboration:  
 
 
 
 
 
Argument 2 and 
elaboration:  
 
 
 
 
Argument 3 and 
elaboration:  
 
 
 
 
 
Reinforcement of 
statement of 
position: 
restatement of 
writer’s 
position/opinion 

 
All students should wear a uniform to school for four 
reasons. A school uniform provides unity, identity, 
prevents peer pressure and helps students stay focused 
on learning. 
 
A school uniform is an item of clothing which represents 
unity. It is the determining factor which distinguishes one 
school from another. Having all students wear a uniform 
helps to create a sense of belonging and a positive school 
spirit.  
 
In addition, school uniform represents something unique 
to a school. When students wear their school uniform, 
people know which school they go to and in case 
students get lost, they can get help from people to take 
them back to their school. 
 
Moreover, wearing a school uniform prevents the need 
for students to constantly raid their wardrobe every 
morning for something to wear. Uniforms take pressure 
off students and prevent young people feeling pressured 
to wear the latest trendy clothes - whatever they may be! 
 
Furthermore, experts believe that school uniforms are a 
positive aspect of school life. They state that uniforms 
help students focus on their learning rather than on 
fashion and promote a form of discipline and routine. 
 
Therefore, all students should wear a uniform to school. 
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Modelled Text: 2 

 

  

 What does it look like? 

Exposition 
 The advertisement "Dark Chocolate - Friend or Foe?"  is 
not designed for teenagers. 

 

 

Language Features 
 

Focus 

 Cohesion 
(connective 
words) 

 Persuasive 
devices 
(rhetorical 
questions) 

 Sentence 
structure 

 Identifying text 
structure 

 Deconstruction 
of modelled text 

 Interpreting 
writing criteria 
for a persuasive 
text  

 Evaluating the 
writing process 

 
Modelled Text 2 outlines the text structure and 
language features required when constructing 
an exposition. The text is annotated to 
highlight the language features and text 
structure students need to include in their 
exposition to ensure it is persuasive and 
coherent. 
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Modelled Text 2: Exposition 

 Use the following text as a guide to construct your own response. 

The advertisement "Dark Chocolate - Friend or Foe?"  is designed for teenagers.  Do you 
agree? Provide three reasons to support your answer.  
 

Text structure 
 
 
 
Statement of 
position identifying 
writer’s opinion  
and previews of 
arguments 
 
 
 
Series of arguments  
 
Argument 1 and 
elaboration:  
 
 
Arguments to       
support the 
position/opinion 
 
 
Argument 2 and 
elaboration:  
 
Arguments to       
support the 
position/opinion 
 
 
Argument 3 and 
elaboration:  
 
Arguments to       
support the 
position/opinion 
 
Reinforcement of 
statement of 
position: 
restatement of 
writer’s 
position/opinion  

The advertisement "Dark Chocolate - Friend or Foe?" is 
not designed for teenagers. 
 
The advertisement "Dark Chocolate - Friend or Foe?" is 
not designed for teenagers. What would teenagers know 
about antioxidants, calcium and serotonin? This 
advertisement is clearly designed for adults. This can be 
seen by the language, factual information and layout of 
the advertisement. 
 
The words antioxidants, calcium and serotonin are 
technical terms that teenagers would not relate to. Only 
health conscious adults would connect with them. 
Teenagers would eat chocolate because it gives them a 
sugar rush(*). They wouldn't think twice whether 
chocolate has benefits or not. 
 
However, adults would read the advertisement carefully, 
refer to the factual information and statistics provided 
and then decide whether or not they would eat dark 
chocolate. Many adults are fixated on their calorie intake 
and are also fixated on their health. 
 
Moreover, the language features and the layout of the 
advertisement are not aimed at teenagers. The composer 
has used sophisticated colours based around shades of 
brown. This may be appealing(*) to an adult, but certainly 
not to a teenager. If this advertisement was designed for 
a teenager it would be vibrant and engaging. It would 
include the latest celebrity and contain language which a 
teenager could relate to, not irrelevant scientific jargon. 
 
In conclusion, this advertisement is not designed for 
teenagers. It is designed for health conscious adults. 
 
 

Language 
Features 
 
Simple sentence 
 
 
 
Rhetorical 
question 
Action verb 
 
 
 
 
Modals  
 
(*)Emotive 
language 
 
Connective 
Complex sentence 
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Modelled Text 2: Exposition 

 Use the following text as a guide to construct your own response. 

The advertisement "Dark Chocolate - Friend or Foe?"  is designed for teenagers.  Do you 
agree? Provide three reasons to support your answer.  
 

Text structure 
 
 
 
Statement of 
position identifying 
writer’s opinion  
and previews of 
arguments 
 
 
 
Series of arguments  
 
Argument 1 and 
elaboration:  
 
 
Arguments to       
support the 
position/opinion 
 
 
Argument 2 and 
elaboration:  
 
Arguments to       
support the 
position/opinion 
 
 
Argument 3 and 
elaboration:  
 
Arguments to       
support the 
position/opinion 
 
Reinforcement of 
statement of 
position: 
restatement of 
writer’s 
position/opinion  

The advertisement "Dark Chocolate - Friend or Foe?" is 
not designed for teenagers. 
 
The advertisement "Dark Chocolate - Friend or Foe?" is 
not designed for teenagers. What would teenagers know 
about antioxidants, calcium and serotonin? This 
advertisement is clearly designed for adults. This can be 
seen by the language, factual information and layout of 
the advertisement. 
 
The words antioxidants, calcium and serotonin are 
technical terms that teenagers would not relate to. Only 
health conscious adults would connect with them. 
Teenagers would eat chocolate because it gives them a 
sugar rush(*). They wouldn't think twice whether 
chocolate has benefits or not. 
 
However, adults would read the advertisement carefully, 
refer to the factual information and statistics provided 
and then decide whether or not they would eat dark 
chocolate. Many adults are fixated on their calorie intake 
and are also fixated on their health. 
 
Moreover, the language features and the layout of the 
advertisement are not aimed at teenagers. The composer 
has used sophisticated colours based around shades of 
brown. This may be appealing(*) to an adult, but certainly 
not to a teenager. If this advertisement was designed for 
a teenager it would be vibrant and engaging. It would 
include the latest celebrity and contain language which a 
teenager could relate to, not irrelevant scientific jargon. 
 
In conclusion, this advertisement is not designed for 
teenagers. It is designed for health conscious adults. 
 
 

Language 
Features 
 
Simple sentence 
 
 
 
Rhetorical 
question 
Action verb 
 
 
 
 
Modals  
 
(*)Emotive 
language 
 
Connective 
Complex sentence 
Action verb 
 
 
Connective 
 
 
Compound 
sentence 
 
 
(*)Emotive 
language 
 
 
 
 
 
Concluding 
statement 
Attitude words 
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Planning Scaffold 
 

 
Task 2: Exposition   
The advertisement "Dark Chocolate - Friend or Foe?"  is designed for teenagers.  Do you 
agree? Provide three reasons to support your answer.  
 
Introduction Statement of position: identifying writer’s opinion  
and previews of arguments 
 

 

Sequencing ideas  Series of arguments and elaboration: arguments to support the position/opinion 

Argument 1 

Argument  2 

Argument  3 

Argument  4 

Conclusion Reinforcement of statement of position: restatement of writer’s position/opinion 

Check point! 
You are required to write an exposition based on the visual text: "Dark Chocolate - Friend 
or Foe?" advertisement. Be sure to structure your text appropriately. The format of your 
exposition should contain an introduction, a body (elaborating your ideas) and a 
conclusion. Use as many persuasive devices as you can, such as: emotional appeal, 
repetition, inclusive language, analogies and a rhetorical question. Your aim is to engage 
your audience and ensure your opinion and writing is coherent and appealing. The points 
you list need to have substance. This can be achieved by backing up your points with 
anecdotes, facts and/or statistics. 
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Introduction Statement of position: identifying writer’s opinion  
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