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Notes To Parents 
 
This book continues on from Successful English 4A. It is important to complete Successful 
English 4A before using this book as all the concepts a child needs to learn in a year 
have been spread over the two books. If you have used neither of these books before 
test with Test Your English 3 first to ensure your child is ready for this level and will succeed. 
 
If your child has difficulty with reading this book, work through Learn to Read, Write & Spell 
5 and 6 or Revise Your Phonics 1 and 2 or earlier Successful English books before 
beginning Successful English 4A. 
 
There are two books for grade 4: Successful English 4A and Successful English 4B. Now 
your child is older they need to learn more skills. Your child will review and consolidate 
previously taught grammar and be introduced to more concepts. Grammar, 
comprehension and creative writing will be alternated. The work is presented in small 
increments that allows the child to absorb the concepts. The work becomes harder as 
the child progresses through each book. Do not rush this book, especially the writing 
segments. Take several days to complete the writing exercises. Extra suggestions for 
written exercises have been given and can be completed throughout the year.  
 
Your child will be presented with different genres of writing in Successful English 4A and 
4B. Simple tools that will allow your child to research material in higher grades will also be 
taught.  
 
At this level your child will be required to answer many of the comprehension questions in 
sentences. Children do not enjoy this as it takes longer but it is a necessary step in 
learning. Comprehension is not the same as reading. It is a skill that requires finding 
information from a passage and is often overlooked.  
 
Do not attempt to complete too much work at one time. One or two pages a day will be 
sufficient. The work becomes gradually harder so you can expect your child to take 
longer to complete this book than they did the previous one.  
 
A revision section at the back of each book will allow you to gauge whether or not your 
child has mastered the concepts. Test Your English 4 will further test your child’s 
knowledge of this level when both Successful English 4A and 4B are completed. 
 
Definitions have been taken from The Australian Primary Dictionary Third Edition,  
printed by Oxford University Press. The Australian Primary Thesaurus Second Edition has 
been used in Successful English 4B. Children will continue learning dictionary and 
thesaurus skills during this and following grades. Parents may need to help the child look 
up the word, read it and discuss the definition or synonym with them. This dictionary and 
thesaurus are recommended for use between grades 1-6 as the explanations are very 
simple and the print large. They can also be used with Successful Spelling. 
 
Although this book appears much harder than the average grade 4 book, children who 
have already completed Learn to Read, Write & Spell 6, or Successful Spelling 3 and 
Successful English 3A and 3B should have no trouble coping with it. Further books in this 
series are planned. 
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Verbs—Revision 
 
Remember: verbs are doing, being and having words. 
 For example: John has a ball. (having) 
     I am six years old. (being) 
     A mouse squeaks. (doing) 
 
Every sentence must have a noun and a verb. 
 
A.  Underline the verb in each sentence below. 
 

 

  1.  I am a child. 
 
  2.  Madeline asked her mother for a biscuit. 
 
  3.  I have just hung out the washing. 
 
  4.  This is my book. 
 
  5.  The trip to the circus was very exciting. 
 
  6.  Dad bought us each a new coat. 
 
  7.  Jeremy is singing loudly in the shower. 
 
  8.  Grandpa has gone to town. 
 
  9.  The tired child yawned sleepily. 
 
10.  Smoke belched from the funnel of the steam train. 
 

 
B.  Use each verb below in a sentence. 

 
 

  1.  swallowed: __________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________ 
 
  2.  are:  __________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________ 
 
  3.  had:  __________________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________________ 
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Verbs—More Revision 
 
A.  Choose a verb from the box to complete each sentence below. 

 
 

told, spelt, lost, slept, swim, proved, find 
fighting, is, was, bought, wrote, spoilt 

 
 

  1.  Yesterday I  _____________ a new dress. 
 
  2.  Please stop ______________________ ! 
 
  3.  Jane __________ her shoe and ____________ late leaving. 
 
  4.  It  _______ a long way home. 
 
  5.  Peter _____________ Suzanne and _____________ the surprise. 
 
  6.  The book _____________ hard to f_________ . 
 
  7.  David __________ much longer than usual. 
 
  8.  I ___________ to Nanna yesterday. 
 
  9.  How well can you ______________? 
 
10.  Jenny _________ the word for Amanda. 
 

 
B.  Use your dictionary to change each verb below into a noun. You 

can sometimes make nouns by dropping the es or s and adding er, 
or or r, e.g., a person who acts is an actor. 

 
 

1. a person who bakes   _________________ 
 
2. a person who gardens  _________________ 
 
3. a person who writes   _________________ 
 
4. a person who paints   _________________ 
 
5.  a person who decorates _________________ 
 
6.  a person who runs   _________________ 
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William Harvey - Circulation of the Blood 
 
William Harvey lived between the years 1578 and 1657 
and is sometimes called “The Father of Medicine”. He 
was born in the south of England and went to school in 
Canterbury. Afterwards he studied at Cambridge 
University and then spent six years at a famous medical 
school in Padua, in Northern Italy. When he came back 
to England he set up practice in London, and became 
physician to the court of King Charles I. 

 
Up to this time doctors knew very little about the human body and its 
many diseases or the way the blood flowed through the body. One of 
the main forms of medical treatment was “blood letting”. Leeches 
were applied to the body and used to suck blood from the patient, or  
veins were opened to let out the illness. Quacks of all kinds sold 
medicines supposedly able to cure almost every disease. Naturally, 
with conditions like these, many “cures” turned out to be far worse 
than the illnesses could possibly have been, and many sick people 
never went to a doctor at all. 
 
Harvey spent a great deal of time experimenting. He examined many 
animals and made careful notes about the heart and the movement 
of blood. He also studied his patients and learnt a great deal from 
autopsies. Once he was sure of his results, he announced his discovery 
that the heart was simply a pump that forced the blood to every part 
of the body. 
 
Up to this time, doctors thought the heart was the place 
where all emotions and thinking came from. Harvey could 
not use a microscope to see the blood flowing through 
arteries, veins and capillaries, for the microscope had not 
been invented. But he was sure he was right, and he was 
never tired of lecturing and talking about his discovery. He 
wrote a book called “On the Movements of the Heart and 
Blood in Animals.”  
 
His ideas were not accepted at first. Many people thought 
he was crazy and refused to trust him but gradually they 
accepted his ideas. Today he is considered one of the 
great scientists. His work made possible the open heart 
surgery that scientists carry out today to help those with 
heart disease. 

circulatory 
system 
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Answers Successful English 4B 
 

Page 4 
A.  Underline the verb 

1.  am 
2.  asked 
3.  have hung 
4.  is 
5.  was exciting 
6.  bought 
7.  is singing 
8.  has gone 
9.  yawned 

10.  belched 
B. Use the verb in a sentence 

Parent to check. 
Page 5 
A.  Choose a verb 

1.  bought 
2.  fighting 
3.  lost   was  
4.  is 
5.  told      spoilt 
6.  proved       find 
7.  slept 
8.  wrote 
9.  swim 

10.  spelt 
B.  Change verb to noun 

1.  baker 
2.  gardener 
3.  writer 
4.  painter 
5.  decorator 
6.  runner 
 

Page 7 
A.  Answer the questions 

1.  William Harvey is sometimes referred to as 
“The Father of Medicine.” 

2.  Answers will vary. The title means that he 
was the first person to discover some of 
the scientific facts we now rely on in 
medicine. 

3.  Harvey discovered that the heart was a 
pump that pumped blood around the 
body. 

4.  Harvey conducted a great many experi-
ments on animals and also studied dead    
people through autopsies before he 
came to these conclusions. 

5  Men had previously believed that the 
heart was the place where all emotions 
and thinking came from. 

B.  Word Meanings 
1.  autopsies 
2.  microscope 
3.  quack 

 

Page 9 
A.  write the first two synonyms 

Answers may vary. Parent to check. 
1.  agreeable, amiable, kind, pleasant 
2.  depict, doodle, sketch 
3.  ask, query 
4.  carefully, cautiously 
5.  ascend, clamber, climb, went up, scaled 

B.  Choose a better word. 
Answers may vary. Parent to check. 
2.  bought, received, obtained, brought 
3.  enjoyable, lovely, pleasant 
4.  pleased, content 
5.  wild or savage 
6.  Close 

 
Page 10 
A.  Circle the adverb 

1.  brightly 
2.  hard 
3.  tomorrow 
4.  very 
5.  here 
6.  early 
7.  carefully 
8.  slowly 

B.  Write sentences 
Parent to check. 
 

Page 11 
A. Circle the adverb 

     early;  sweetly; loudly; softly; brightly; 
thickly; soon; quickly; hungrily 

C.  Add an adverb 
1.  clumsily 
2.  softly 
3.  truthfully 
 

Page 13 
A.  Definitions 

1.  eradicated 
2.  immune 
3.  vaccination 
4.  blisters 
5.  contracted 
6.  pus 
7.  inflamed 

B.  Answer these questions 
1.  Edward Jenner discovered how to pre-

vent smallpox. 
2.  Edward Jenner gave people an injection 

of cowpox. 
3.  The injection of cowpox caused the body 

to build up anti-bodies which made it 
able to resist smallpox as well as cowpox. 
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6.  bought 
7.  is singing 
8.  has gone 
9.  yawned 

10.  belched 
B. Use the verb in a sentence 

Parent to check. 
Page 5 
A.  Choose a verb 

1.  bought 
2.  fighting 
3.  lost   was  
4.  is 
5.  told      spoilt 
6.  proved       find 
7.  slept 
8.  wrote 
9.  swim 

10.  spelt 
B.  Change verb to noun 

1.  baker 
2.  gardener 
3.  writer 
4.  painter 
5.  decorator 
6.  runner 
 

Page 7 
A.  Answer the questions 

1.  William Harvey is sometimes referred to as 
“The Father of Medicine.” 

2.  Answers will vary. The title means that he 
was the first person to discover some of 
the scientific facts we now rely on in 
medicine. 

3.  Harvey discovered that the heart was a 
pump that pumped blood around the 
body. 

4.  Harvey conducted a great many experi-
ments on animals and also studied dead    
people through autopsies before he 
came to these conclusions. 

5  Men had previously believed that the 
heart was the place where all emotions 
and thinking came from. 

B.  Word Meanings 
1.  autopsies 
2.  microscope 
3.  quack 

 

Page 9 
A.  write the first two synonyms 

Answers may vary. Parent to check. 
1.  agreeable, amiable, kind, pleasant 
2.  depict, doodle, sketch 
3.  ask, query 
4.  carefully, cautiously 
5.  ascend, clamber, climb, went up, scaled 

B.  Choose a better word. 
Answers may vary. Parent to check. 
2.  bought, received, obtained, brought 
3.  enjoyable, lovely, pleasant 
4.  pleased, content 
5.  wild or savage 
6.  Close 

 
Page 10 
A.  Circle the adverb 

1.  brightly 
2.  hard 
3.  tomorrow 
4.  very 
5.  here 
6.  early 
7.  carefully 
8.  slowly 

B.  Write sentences 
Parent to check. 
 

Page 11 
A. Circle the adverb 

     early;  sweetly; loudly; softly; brightly; 
thickly; soon; quickly; hungrily 

C.  Add an adverb 
1.  clumsily 
2.  softly 
3.  truthfully 
 

Page 13 
A.  Definitions 

1.  eradicated 
2.  immune 
3.  vaccination 
4.  blisters 
5.  contracted 
6.  pus 
7.  inflamed 

B.  Answer these questions 
1.  Edward Jenner discovered how to pre-

vent smallpox. 
2.  Edward Jenner gave people an injection 

of cowpox. 
3.  The injection of cowpox caused the body 

to build up anti-bodies which made it 
able to resist smallpox as well as cowpox. 
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