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Notes To Students and Parents 
 

This is the seventh in a series of spelling books designed to improve both 
the students’ spelling and vocabulary. Test Your Spelling 5 & 6 or Test Your 
Spelling 7 & 8 will ensure correct placement in this series. 
 
It is essential to learn to spell well. To spell well it is important to have 
mastered the phonetical sounds and have a logical spelling 
programme that reinforces the sounds that have been learnt. If a 
phonics programme has not previously been used, revise first with 
Revise Your Phonics 1 & 2. 
 
Spelling units have been grouped into common sounds, prefixes or 
suffixes to make learning easier. Each unit is for one week. 
 
To get the best from this book: 
 

●  Read the word list for the week. 
 

●  During the week look up and write out the definition of each word. 
 

●  During the week write a sentence using each word. 
 

●  Memorise the words. The best way to do this is to write them out at 
least once each day, saying the word and sounding it as you do so. 
(Dividing the words into syllables will help you spell and pronounce 
the words correctly.) 

 

●  Complete all the exercises. 
 

●  Learn the meaning of any prefixes or suffixes given in the exercises. 
 

●  Learn any spelling rules. 
 

●  At the end of a week an adult should test the spelling of the word list. 
All words incorrectly spelt should be rewritten correctly three times 
and added to the next week’s word list. 

 

●  If more than five words in any week are spelt wrong it is suggested 
that the unit be repeated. 
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Unit 1: short a sound 
 

 

abolition   acid   accommodation  accomplished 
acquire    acquisition acquit    acquittal 
admirable   admittance agriculture   allotment 
analysis     anecdote angular    anxiety 
anniversary   appal  assassin    assassinate 
association   atmosphere atrocious    attraction 

 

 
Etymology or Word Origin - acquisition 
The word came directly from the Latin stem word acquirere meaning “get in 
addition, accumulate.” The meaning “thing obtained” was only used from the 
15th century. 

 
A.  Review: Complete the rules for syllables that you will find below. Being able to 

divide a word into syllables helps us spell and pronounce a word. If you do not 
know these rules learn them. 

 
 

1.  Every syllable must have a  _______________. 
 
2.  When the word has a prefix, divide the word between the _______________ 
 

 and the ___________________, e.g., un/fair 
 
3.  When a word has a suffix, divide the word between the _________________ 
 
 and the ________________ if the suffix has a ______________, e.g., fear/less. 
 
4.  When two or more consonants come _______________ two vowels, the word 
 

 is usually divided between the ___________________ consonants, e.g., bet/ter 
 

 
B.  Divide the following words into syllables. 

 
 

1.  abolition ___________________ 2.  accommodation ________________ 
 
3.  angular ___________________ 4.  attraction  _____________________ 
 
5.  atrocious ___________________ 6.  acquire  _____________________ 
 

 
C.  The suffix “-tion” is more commonly used than “-sion.” 

If the base word ends in “t” or “te” then “tion” will be used, e.g., act/tion. 
“tion” is more commonly used for things. It means “an act, a process or a 
state.” 

 

Write below the 3 “-tion” words found in your spelling list. 
 
 

1.  __________________________   2.  __________________________ 
 

3.  __________________________ 
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A.  Find a word from the list on page 4 to match each definition below. 
 
 

1.  separation of something into its basic parts in  
 order to discover its nature or meaning   ____________________ 
 
2.  the act of gaining possession of something   ____________________ 
 
3.  tension or unease of mind caused by fear or 
 danger of misfortune       ____________________ 
 
4.  fill with alarm or horror, dismay, displease   ____________________ 
 
5.  a finding or verdict of not guilty in a criminal trial ____________________ 
 
6.  a short account of an amusing or interesting event ____________________ 
 
7.  section, share or thing divided or distributed  ____________________ 
 
8.  act of putting an end to something, destruction ____________________ 
 

 
B.  The prefixes -ab, -ac, -ad, -ag, -al, -ap, -as, and -at all mean to, toward, near, 

in addition to, by. 
 

Choose one example of each of these prefixes from your spelling list on page 4 
and write it below. 
 
 

1.  ___________________ 2.  ______________________ 3.  _____________________ 
 
4.  ___________________ 5.  ______________________ 6.  _____________________ 
 
7.  ___________________ 8.  ______________________ 9.  _____________________ 
 

 
C.  Change each list word below into a verb. Use a dictionary if you are not sure. 
 
 

1.  abolition _________________ 2.  accommodation _________________ 
 
3.  accomplished _________________ 4.  admirable _________________ 
 
5.  admittance _________________ 6.  allotment _________________ 
 
7.  analysis  _________________ 8.  association _________________ 
 
9.  attraction _________________ 

 

 
D.  Rule: If y is the only vowel at the end of a word of more than one syllable it has 

the long e sound, e.g., berry. Write the list words that contain this sound. 
 
 

1.  __________________ 2.  _____________________ 
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Unit 2: more short a sounds 
 
 

abeyance absence acacia accessible 
accomplish adjacent adjourn adjudicate 
affectionate aggravate allegation alliance 
amateur annihilate anticipation appreciate 
apparatus appeal applaud appropriate 
arrogant ascribe assent asteroid 
 

 
Etymology or Word Origin - annihilate 
The word comes from the Latin word annihilare meaning “reduce to nothing.” 

 
A.  Find a word from the list each definition below. 

 
1.  to make worse or more severe     ___________________ 
 
2.  considered to be connected as to cause or origin ___________________ 
 
3.  small, airless, rocky world that revolves around 
 the sun and is too small to be called a planet  ___________________ 
 
4.  lying near or close        ___________________ 
 
5.  to take for oneself, especially illegally or without 
 permission         ___________________ 
 
6.  the state of being inactive or disused for a 
 limited time         ___________________ 
 
7.  claim made without proof; a statement offered 
 as a plea, excuse or justification     ___________________ 
 
8.  to reduce to nothing, destroy completely   ___________________ 

 

 
B.  The suffix “-ate” can have several meanings: as a noun it means state, office or 

function, e.g., candidate; 
as a verb it means cause to be, e.g., graduate; 
as an adjective it means a kind of state, e.g., inviolate. 
 

Choose words containing the suffix “-ate” from your spelling list. Write them 
below. Say if the word is  a verb, noun or adjective. 

 
 

1.  ___________________ 2.  ___________________ 3.  ___________________ 
 
4.  ___________________ 5.  ___________________ 6.  ___________________ 
 

 
C.  Change the suffix to “-tion” on any three of the words in exercise B. 

 
 

1.  ___________________ 2.  ___________________ 3.  ___________________ 
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A.  Choose the word from your spelling list that is  the botanical name of a tree or 
shrub common to Australia. Write it below. Also write its common name. 
 
 

___________________  ___________________ 
 

 
B.  Change the following spelling words to adjectives. 

 
 

1.  absence _________________  2.  accomplish    ___________________ 
 

3.  alliance  _________________  4.  amateur    ___________________ 
 

5.  anticipation  _________________  6.  appeal    ___________________ 
 

 
C.  Change the following spelling words to nouns. 
 
 

1.  accomplish _________________  2.  adjourn    ___________________ 
 

3.  arrogant _________________  4.  applaud    ___________________ 
 

 
D.  The words below are in the singular. Rewrite them in the plural. 

 
 

1.  alliance  _________________  2.  apparatus    ___________________ 
 

 
E.  Choose a word from your spelling list that is an antonym of each word below. 

 
 

1.  undemonstrative _________________ 2.  present  ________________ 
 

3.  humble   _________________ 4.  inaccessible ________________ 
 

5.  annihilate  _________________ 6.  disagree  ________________ 
 

 
F.  Choose a word from your spelling list that is a synonym for each list of words 

below. 
 
 

1.  beg, beseech, entreat, plead     _________________ 
 

2.  contemptuous, disdainful, haughty, overbearing _________________ 
 

3.  affiliation, association, coalition, partnership  _________________ 
 

4.  expect, predict, foresee      _________________ 
 

5.  assign, attribute, impute, set down    _________________ 
 

6.  achieve, attain, complete, effect, finish   _________________ 
 

7.  acknowledge, recognise, be grateful    _________________ 
 

8.  adjourned, deferred, postponed, suspended  _________________ 
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Unit 3: even more short a sounds 
 
 

barricade   calamitous   calibre   callous 
caricature   castigate    facet   fascinate 
fatigued   garrulous    glamour   grandeur 
manoeuvre  pageant    paralysis   tangible 
transient   transparent   valour   valueless 
 

 
Etymology or Word Origin - castigate 
This word was commonly used from 1600 A.D. It comes from the Latin, castigatus 
meaning “to correct, to purify, chastise, punish” and from agree meaning “to 
do.” It has the sense of making someone pure by correcting or reproving them. 

 
A.  Look back to page 6 to remind yourself of the meaning of the suffix -ate. 

Write below all the words from your spelling list that end in the suffix -ate. 
 
 

1.  _____________________   2.  _____________________ 
 

 
B.  The suffix -less means without, e.g., motionless. 

Write below the word from your spelling list that end in the suffix -less. 
Write a sentence using that word. Make sure it makes the meaning of the word 
clear. 
 
 

___________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
C.  Write the antonyms of these list words. 

 
 

1.  fatigued  ______________   2.  valueless ______________ 
 

3.  transient  ______________   4.  garrulous ______________ 
 

5.  fascinate ______________   6.  castigate ______________ 
 

 
D.  Each spelling word below is an adjective. Write the noun form of the word. 
 
 

1.  transient  ______________   2.  calamitous ______________ 
 

3.  garrulous ______________   4.  callous ______________ 
 

 
N.B. You can not change every word to a noun by adding the suffix -ness. 

Wellness is incorrect. 
 

E.  Each spelling word is a verb. Write the noun form of the word. 
 
 

1.  caricature ______________   2.  fascination  ______________ 
 

3.  castigate ______________ 
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Successful Spelling 7 Answers 
 

Page 4 
A.  Review rules 

1.  vowel 
2.  prefix  base word 
3.  base word  suffix  vowel 
4.  between  first two 

 

B.  Divide into syllables 
1.  ab/o/li/tion 
2.  ac/com/o/da/tion 
3.  an/gu/lar 
4.  at/trac/tion 
5.  at/tro/cious 
6.  ac/quire 

 

C. -tion words 
Any three words 
accommodation attraction 
association  abolition 
acquisition 
 

Page 5 
A.  Match the word to the definition 

1.  analysis 
2.  acquisition 
3.  anxiety 
4.  appal 
5.  acquittal 
6.  anecdote 
7.  allotment 
8.  abolition 

 

B.  Prefixes 
If there is more than one example of the 
prefix any one is acceptable 

1.  ab- abolition 
2.  ac- accommodation, accomplished, 

acquire, acquisition, acquit, 
acquittal  

3.  ad- admirable, admittance 
4.  ag- agriculture 
5.  al- allotment 
6.  an- analysis, anecdote, angular, 

anxiety, anniversary 
7.  ap- appal 
8.  as- assassin, assassinate, association 
9.  at- atmosphere, atrocious, attraction 

 

C.  Change to a verb 
1.  abolish 
2.  accommodate 
3.  accomplish 
4.  admire 
5.  admit 
6.  allot 
7.  analyse 
8.  associate 
9.  attract 

 

 

D.  y that says ee 
Any order. 
1.  anxiety 
2.  anniversary 
 

Page 6 
A.  Definitions 

1.  aggravate 
2.  ascribe 
3.  asteroid 
4.  adjacent 
5.  appropriate 
6.  abeyance 
7.  allegation 
8.  annihilate 

 

B.  Suffix -ate 
Any order 
1.  adjudicate (v) 
2.  affectionate (adj) 
3.  aggravate (v) 
4.  annihilate (v) 
5.  appreciate (v) 
6.  appropriate (adj) 

 

C.  Suffix -tion 
Any of the following: 
adjudication, affection, aggravation 
annihilation, appreciation, appropriation 
 

Page 7 
A.  tree 

1.  acacia wattle 
 

B.  Change to adjective 
1.  absent  (can also be a verb) 
2.  accomplished 
3.  allied 
4.  amateurish 
5.  anticipatory 
6.  appealing 

 

C.  Change to nouns 
1.  accomplishment 
2.  adjournment 
3.  arrogance 
4.  applause 

 

D.  Plural form 
1.  alliances 
2.  apparatuses or apparatus 

 

E.  Antonym 
1.  affectionate 
2.  absent 
3.  arrogant 
4.  accessible 
5.  preserve 
6.  assent 
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B.  Change to adjective 
1.  absent  (can also be a verb) 
2.  accomplished 
3.  allied 
4.  amateurish 
5.  anticipatory 
6.  appealing 

 

C.  Change to nouns 
1.  accomplishment 
2.  adjournment 
3.  arrogance 
4.  applause 

 

D.  Plural form 
1.  alliances 
2.  apparatuses or apparatus 

 

E.  Antonym 
1.  affectionate 
2.  absent 
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