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What Is a Spirit Level?

A spirit level is a tool used by bricklayers and 

carpenters. It helps them to make sure that their work 

does not slope one way or another. 

The level is a glass tube filled with spirit and sealed at 

both ends. When the tube is level, a little bubble of  air 

left in the tube sits exactly between two marked lines 

on the middle of  the tube. 

The glass tube is fitted in an aluminium case with flat 

edges. A bricklayer who is building a wall only needs 

to lie the level along the wall. If  the bubble goes past 

either line, the tradesperson knows the wall is not level.

Most spirit levels have another level built into the 

centre. This allows a person to check if  the edge of  the 

wall or something being built is upright and does not 

lean. This is called being ‘plumb’ or perpendicular.
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Foreword

Excellence in Reading Skills Year 2 is the  
second of six books aimed at primary children  
to help improve their reading and vocabulary.

Students are presented with an interesting
study passage based on questions which may
puzzle them.

Hopefully, student’s general knowledge will
increase as they work through the series.

In Year 2, pupils have to read and search for
answers in the text. They are also required to
create a sentence relevant to each text from
given words.

The Answers section is placed in the middle of 
the book so it can be removed by a teacher or 
parent.

Peter Howard  
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Use a word from the story in each space.
1 Each year Nobel …………….. are given to people.
2 The money was left when ………………… Nobel died.
3  He was the inventor of nitroglycerine which was called 

…………………. .
4 This was a new ……………… .

Find a word for each question or use ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
5  What did Alfred use to mix with nitroglycerine? 

…………………
6  Is dynamite used in quarries today?  ………………….
7  Does a detonator set off dynamite? ………………….

Use all the words below to make a sentence.
Begin with the word that has a capital.

dangerous are but are Detonators small

…....................…....................................….....
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Who Was Alfred Nobel?

Every year, Nobel Prizes are awarded to people judged 

to have been the world’s best at doing things. One 

Nobel Prize is awarded to the person who worked for 

peace – that is, they helped prevent wars. The Prizes, 

which are large sums of  money, were left by Alfred 

Nobel.

Gunpowder was always used in guns and for blowing 

up rocks when making tunnels. Alfred Nobel made 

a new explosive called ‘nitroglycerine’. It was more 

powerful than gunpowder.

At first this new explosive was dangerous. It could 

suddenly explode. Then Nobel mixed it with some 

special clay.  He made it into sticks. It could only be 

exploded by a detonator which made a little  explosion 

first. The explosive was called ‘dynamite’. 

Alfred’s dynamite was made all over the world and is 

still used today.

Alfred Nobel’s first  
dynamite factory
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What Holds the Stars in the Sky?

People have often wondered what keeps the stars in 

the sky. Now men and women can study them with 

powerful telescopes. They are called astronomers. 

Astronomers know that stars do not stay still in the 

sky. They are moving at high speed. Because stars are 

very large and far away, they only look as if  they are 

standing still. 

It might take hundreds of  years to notice a star has 

moved at all. The ones you can see at 

night have been seen by people 

for thousands of  years. 

But all of  the stars 

are on the move.
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Use a word from the story in each space.
1  Smoke comes from a …………….. that is not burning 

properly.
2 In bushfires the ………………… leaves are

full of sap that only half burns.
3 A hot furnace burns with hardly any …………………. .
4 Firefighters wear breathing ……………… .

Find a word for each question or use ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
5 Does hot air sink to the ground? ...…………….
6 What do plastics make when burning? ...…………….
7 Can breathing smoke kill you?  ...…………….

Use all the words below to make a sentence.
Begin with the word that has a capital.

in avoid a Keep low the smoke fire to

…....................…....................................….....
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Why Is a Bushfire So Smoky?

Smoke is made when there is a fire 

and whatever is burning does not 

get burnt properly.

In a bushfire there is always 

a lot of  smoke. The green 

leaves of  the trees are full 

of  sap, and there is not 

enough heat to burn them 

properly. The half-burnt, oily 

sap and tiny bits of  leaves rise up with the hot air.

If  those same leaves were fed into a hot furnace, 

there would be little or no smoke. The fire would burn 

everything and only pure gases would come out of  the 

chimney.

Smoke from bushfires can overcome firefighters. When 

smoke is thick, they have to wear special breathing 

masks which filter smoke. 

Always remember that in a house fire it is often the 

smoke that kills. Plastics give off  poisons when burnt. 

In a fire, crawl along the floor as deadly smoke rises to 

the ceiling.
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Use a word from the story in each space.
1 People today study stars with t ………………….. .
2 A person who studies stars is an a ………………… .
3 All stars are m …………………. very fast.
4 A moving star looks as if it is standing s ……………… .

Find a word for each question or use ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
5 Which word tells us that telescopes are strong? 
 ……………….
6 Do stars stay in exactly the
 same place for thousands of years?  ……………….
7 Which word means ‘felt curious about’? ……………….

Use all the words below to make a sentence.
Begin with the word that has a capital.

move the Stars sky do in

…....................…....................................….....

…....................…....................................….....SAM
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How Many Words Do We Use?

It is not really worthwhile worrying about how many 

words we use. There are about half  a million in a good 

dictionary. 

A man called William Shakespeare wrote lots of  plays. 

It has been worked out that he used 21 000 different 

words. But he was a very clever man. 

Most of  us use between 1 000 and 2 000 words. Some 

people manage quite well by using 300. To read and 

understand books well, you would need 

to know the meaning of  more than 

that. Why not add to the 

number of  words you 

use? When you 

come to a word you 

do not know, look it 

up in a  dictionary 

to find what it 

means. 
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Use a word from the story in each space.
1 Early travelers to …………….. told of ostriches burying

their heads.
2 This tale was not ………………… at all.
3 Baby ostriches hide by lowering their …………………. .
4 An ostrich may fold itself to look like an ……………… .

Find a word for each question or use ‘yes’ or ‘no’.
5 Is the jackal a danger to ostrich chicks? …………………
6 Is a big ostrich too slow to run from a hyena?  ………….
7 Which word means ‘a long way off’?  ………………….

Use all the words below to make a sentence.
Begin with the word that has a capital.

cannot but can Ostriches run fly fast they

…....................…....................................….....

…....................…....................................….....SAM
PLE



Excellence in Reading Skills Year 2 © Peter Howard 2008 Published by Coroneos Publications

Answers

51  1 body 2 queen 3 coffin 4 dig 5 yes 
6 no 7 intact 8 You can see a mummy in a museum.

53  1 Africa 2 true 3 heads 4 ant-hill 5 yes 
6 no 7 distance 8 Ostriches cannot fly but they can run fast.

55  1 fire 2 green 3 smoke 4 masks 5 no 
6 poisons 7 yes 8 Keep low in a fire to avoid the smoke.

57  1 Prizes 2 Alfred 3 dynamite 4 explosive 5 clay 
6 yes 7 yes 8 Detonators are small but are dangerous.

59  1 bricks 2 tube 3 bubble 4 aluminium 5 yes 
6 slope 7 sealed 8 A person who lays tiles needs a spirit level.
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Answers

EXCELLENCE IN READING SKILLS BOOK 2

7  1 telescopes 2 astronomer 3 moving 4 still 5 powerful 
6 no 7 wondered 8 Stars do move in the sky or Stars in the sky 
do move.

9 1 dictionary 2 plays 3 words 4 books 5 yes 
 6 no 7 clever 8 We should learn new words each day.

11  1 pigment 2 paints 3 white 4 black 5 yes  
6 grey 7 yes 8 One day we shall be grey.

13  1 birds 2 glide 3 tail 4 flat 5 no 
6 yes 7 rounded 8 A flying fish glides over the water.

15  1 lines 2 touch 3 endings 4 palms 5 yes 6 study 
7 valleys 8 Both my palms are covered with lines.

17  1 high 2 centimetres 3 palm or hand  4 shoulder 5 no  
6 racehorse 7 width 8 A horse measuring 18 hands is large.

19  1 live 2 deserts 3 drink or alive   4 grow 5 cities 
6 survive 7 dams 8 Without rain water people could not live.
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