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Using a Dictionary 6

One of the two words in brackets is correct. Before you write the 
correct one in each space, check the spelling and meaning in a 
dictionary. If the word is not in a dictionary then it will have not been 
spelt correctly.

1 We drove (forty fourty) ............................. kilometres for a picnic.

2 When I (court caught) ......................... a cold, my nose was blocked.

3 At the beach cafe we had some fresh (mussels muscles) ……………… .

4 On the farm we (mustered mustard) ........................ all the cattle.

5 When playing in the yard I cut a (vane vein) ................. in my leg.

6 The girl led her horse by the (bridal bridle) ………………………  

7 Young lambs like to (gambol gamble) ........................ in the grass.

8 There was a (fete fate) ……………… held at school to raise money.

9 What is the (heighth height) ................................... of that tree?

10  The gate was tied shut with a piece of (cord chord) ………………  .

11  For (dessert desert) ……………… we had an apple pie.

12  When digging I found the (scull skull) .................... of a dead possum.

Some of these words are spelt correctly. Some are spelt incorrectly. 
Use your dictionary to check each one. Write the correct spelling of 
each word in the space.

13  hankerchief  ………………………..

14  skilful   ………………………..

15  posess  ………………………..

16  umbrella ………………………..

17 woollen ………………………..

18 propellor ………………………..

19 address ………………………..

20 bycicle  ………………………..
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Answer the questions.

1 What is a turtle called that only lives on land? ………………………..

2 What do we call the turtle’s home which it carries around? ………

3 What keeps the sand warm and hatches turtles’ eggs? ……………

4 What large creature is fond of turtle eggs? ………………………..

5 Besides birds, what else likes eating baby turtles? ………………..

6 What else besides sand might cover the turtle’s eggs? ……………

Write ‘true’ if the statement is true. Write ‘false’ if the statement is not 
true.

7 Male sea turtles go with the females to help dig holes.  ……………..

8 A female sea turtle could lay 180 eggs at one time.  ………………

9 The leatherback turtle can be one and a half metres long. …………

10 Some turtles can run very fast. .........................................

11 Turtles cannot live as long as we do. …………………………

12 A turtle has two rows of sharp teeth. ...................................

13 Baby turtles never know in which direction to go to water.  …..

Which word in the passage means the same as: 

14  make a journey ……………………………….

15  come out of an egg ……………………………

16  without danger .......................................SAM
PLE
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Turtles

Most turtles live in water. They either live in the sea or in fresh water on the 
land. Turtles that do not live in water are called tortoises. Some tortoises grow 
over a metre in length. Sea turtles can be even larger. A leatherback turtle 
living in the sea can be over two and a half metres long and weigh over two 
hundred kilograms. All turtles have thick shells. The shell is a turtle’s home.

Male sea turtles never leave the ocean. Females crawl onto land and find a 
place to lay their eggs. They may travel thousands of kilometres to reach a 
beach where they can safely leave their babies. The female digs a hole in the 
sand with her back feet. She then lays as many as two hundred eggs at one 
time. Then she covers the hole up with sand or rotting seaweed. After all this, 
the turtle walks back into the sea and never comes back to see the young 
turtles.

Meanwhile, the sun’s warm rays hatch the turtle eggs. They dig their way 
upwards and find themselves on the beach. The little turtles seem to know 
exactly in which direction the sea is. They hurry as fast as they can to enter 
the water. This is a very dangerous time for these little creatures. Sea birds 
snatch them up from the sand. Fish in the sea are quick to grab a baby turtle 
and swallow it. Even the eggs are not safe before they hatch. Salt water 
crocodiles love to dig up and eat turtle eggs.

Have you seen a turtle walk? It is very slow. Perhaps that is why it lives for 
such a long time-as long as a hundred years. Although a turtle has no teeth, 
its jaws are strong and sharp. People who hunt turtles to eat are careful that 
they do not put a finger near their mouths.
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Sentences 1

A sentence puts an idea into words.  
Every sentence must make sense by itself.

I walk to school every day. (This is a sentence. It makes sense.)

when it is sunny (This is not a sentence. It does not make sense.)

I walk to school when it is sunny. (Two parts joined make a sentence.)

The groups of words in the box make up beginnings of sentences. Use 
them to begin the sentences below. The first letter of a sentence must 
begin with a capital letter.

The car The waves The monkey The horse My kite

1 ………………………………scampered up the tree. 

2 ………………………………galloped across the paddock. 

3 ………………………………motored up the winding road.

4 ………………………………sailed high over the park.

5 ………………………………were crashing against the rocks.

A sentence must finish what it starts to say. Finish each sentence. 
Choose the best ending from the box. Put a full stop at the end.

the dog barked it broke all day long for a long walk

6 My friend and I went ………………………………………….  .

7 When the plate was dropped, ……………………………….  .

8 As the door opened, …………………………………………  .

9 The strong wind blew ………………………………………….  .
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Answer the questions.

1 Who was growing peas? …………………………

2 Write the three words that tell where he was growing them.

 ……………………  ………………….  ……………………..

3 Who was stealing the peas? ......................................

4 What did Brer Fox use to make his trap besides a young tree?

 ………………………..

5 Who first became caught in the trap? …………………………..

6 Who came along and saw Brer Rabbit dangling? 
…………………………………

7 How much did Brer Rabbit say he was being paid? Use four words 

for your answer.

……………………………………………………………………………………

8 When Brer Rabbit offered Brer Bear the job, what excuse did he 

make? Write all the words Brer Rabbit used.

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

9 Brer Fox called Brer Bear a nasty name. Write the three words Brer Fox 

used.  ………………………………………………………………..

10  In which country was this story written? ....……………………

11  What sort of person was Uncle Remus?

 …………………………………………………………………………………SAM
PLE
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Brer Rabbit and Mr Bear

From the ‘Tales of Uncle Remus’ by Joe Chandler Harris. 

Mr Harris wrote about Uncle Remus, a slave in America, who told many 
stories about Brer Rabbit, Brer Fox and Brer Bear. (‘Brer’ is short for ‘Brother’.)

Brer Fox used to grow peas in his garden, and Brer Rabbit would creep 
through a hole in the hedge and steal the peas. So Brer Fox made a mighty 
cunning trap. A young tree was growing just above the hole. Brer Fox bent this 
down and tied a rope to the top of it. Then he made a loop-knot at the end of 
the rope, and fixed this over the hole by means of a stick.

The next morning, Brer Rabbit popped through the hole, and knocked the stick 
away. The loop-knot caught him by the hind legs, the tree flew up, and there 
was Brer Rabbit dangling high up in the air. By and by Mr Bear came along.

‘What ever are you doing up there?’ says Mr Bear.

‘Making a dollar a minute-a dollar a minute!’ says old Brer Rabbit.

‘How?’ says Mr Bear, very interested.

‘A dollar a minute!’ says Brer Rabbit. ‘That’s what Brer Fox is paying me to 
hang up here and keep the crows away from his peas,’ says he. ‘But I’ve 
plenty of work of my own to do, and you can have this job if you like.’

Mr Bear said he’d like the job, and Brer Rabbit showed him how to bend down 
the tree. It wasn’t long before Mr Bear was swinging up in Brer Rabbit’s place. 
Soon afterwards out comes Brer Fox with a great big stick.

‘So it’s you, Mr Bear, that comes stealing my peas, is it?’ says Brer Fox. 

‘You old thief, I’ll teach you to break, into my garden!’ says he. And he gave 
poor Mr Bear the thrashing that Brer Rabbit ought to have had.
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Ballet

Have you ever watched the ballet? Perhaps you 
have seen it on television. The dancers leap and 
turn so easily. To do this they have spent many 
years learning dance steps.

If you like watching ballet, then why not learn 
yourself? You will first have to find out where ballet 
classes are held near you. Then, if you can join a 
class, you must buy ballet shoes. Be ready to learn 
to balance on one leg and to do many exercises!

The exercises will do you good. Your legs will become 
stronger and your balance will improve. In fact, you will 
walk and carry yourself better.

Do not worry about becoming a ballet star. Very few girls or boys become 
stars. Perhaps you will become good enough to be one of the many ballet 
dancers needed in a show.

Add the missing word in each sentence from the story. Then write each 
sentence again.

1 Ballet dancers spend …................... learning steps. 

….…………………………………………………………………….……

2 Sometimes you can see ballet on ……….………......……………… 

………………………………………………………………………………

3 To learn ballet you need to buy …………….………………………... 

…………………………………………………….………………………

4 Not all ballet dancers become ……………..………………………… 

…………………………………………….......…..……………………….

5 Ballet dancers have to balance on one ……...…………………….. 

………………………………………………...….............………………..
SAM

PLE
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Questions

Some sentences ask questions. They must end with a question mark. 

How are you, Fiona? When did you arrive?

Put a question mark at the end of each question. Put a full stop at the 
end of a sentence that does not ask a question.

1 Where are you going

2 May I come with you

3 It is fine today

4 How many metres can you swim, Robert 

5 I can swim a hundred

6 We went fishing the other day

7 Will you be at the pool tomorrow

The answers to the questions are in the box. Write the answers next to 
the questions they ask.

She lives in Adelaide.      It is Wednesday.      She is very well.  
Yes, he plays well.    It is 14 centimetres.    He is in second grade.

8 Can David play tennis? ……………………………………………………..

9 How long is this paint brush? ……………………………………………

10  What day is it today? ……………………………………………………….

11  Where does she live? ………………………………………………………

12  How is your mother? 

…………………………...………………………….

13  What grade is he in? 

……………………..........………………………….
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Answer the questions.

1 Who was locked in the tower? …………………………………

2 What was missing in the tower besides stairs? …………………….

3 What colour was Rapunzel’s hair? …………………………………….

4 What name did Rapunzel call the witch? ……………………………

5 What was the ladder, brought by the prince, made of? ……………

6 What entered the prince’s eyes to make him blind? ………………..

Write ‘yes’ next to each statement that is true. Write ‘no’ next to each 
statement that is not true.

7 This kind of story is a fairy tale and has been made up…………...

8  In the story Rapunzel’s hair, which was cut, comes back suddenly 
 to her head. ...........................

9 The prince’s father was a king. ………………………………..

10  Rapunzel’s parents sold her to the witch. ......................................

11  The princess had a real cat in the tower with her. ……………….

Which word in the story means: 

12  a dry, sandy area ……………………………..

13  fell ………………………….. 

14  walk lamely …………………………SAM
PLE
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Answers

45 There’s Nothing Like a Mum or Dad 
1 purr, hiss 2 growl 3 son 4 no 5 yes 

46 Using a Dictionary 5
1 speck 2 plane 3 thank 4 modern 5 knight 6 deer 7 kangaroo 8 cubes 9 bird 10 egg 11 zero 
12 broken 13 sound 14 bones 15 food

47 The Octopus
1 octopus 2 read 3 arms 4 stories, tales 5 are 6 water, sea 7 down 8 They 9 an 10 make 11 
by 12 water 13 octopus 14 has 15 see 16 not 17 has 18 octopus

48 Anagrams 1
1 Ann 2 ill 3 arm 4 loud 5 many 6 dies 7 ends 8 foal 9 race 10 salt 11 cone 12 spot 13 dingo 
14 cloud 15 peach 16 brain

49 The Skipper’s Daughter
1 winter 2 midnight 3 mast 4 yes 5 yes 6 crowded

50 Anagrams 2
1 shoe 2 meal 3 tale 4 trap 5 groan 6 grown 7 petal 8 stool 9 ought 10 tarts 11 spilt 12 wrote 
13 pears 14 drake 15 lumber

51  Contractions
1 you’d 2 they’re 3 it’s 4 she’ll 5 I’d 6 isn’t 7 didn’t 8 they’ll 9 couldn’t 10 we’ve 11 haven’t 12 
who’s 13 they’ve 14 aren’t 15 let’s 16 hadn’t 17 what’s 18 you’ve 19 who’ll 20 I’m 
21 we’d 22 he’ll 23 she’s 24 I’ll 

52  Rapunzel
1 Rapunzel 2 door 3 golden 4 Granny 5 silk 6 thorns 7 yes 8 no 9 yes 10 no 11 no 12 desert 
13 tumbled 14 hobble

54 Brer Rabbit and Mr Bear
1 Brer Fox 2 in his garden 3 Brer Rabbit 4 rope 5 Brer Rabbit 6 Brer Bear 7 a dollar a 
minute 8 I’ve plenty of work of my own to do. 9 You old thief 10 America 11 a slave

56  Turtles
1 tortoise 2 shell 3 sun 4 crocodile 5 fish 6 seaweed 7 false 8 true 9 true 10 false 11 false 12 
false 13 false 14 travel 15 hatch 16 safe

58 The Magic Carpet
1 Milou 2 ointment 3 Persia 4 beard 5 Baghdad 6 no 7 decide 8 cured 

60 Using a Dictionary 6
1 forty 2 caught 3 mussels 4 mustered 5 vein 6 bridle 7 gambol 8 fete 9 height 10 cord 11 
dessert 12 skull 13 handkerchief 14 skilful 15 possess 16 umbrella 17 woollen 18 propeller 
19 address 20 bicycle
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Answers

EXCELLENCE IN LITERACY BOOK 2

6 Sentences
1 The monkey scampered up the tree. 2 The horse galloped across the paddock. 3 The 
car motored up the winding road. 4 My kite sailed high over the park. 5 The waves were 
crashing against the rocks. 6 My friend and I went for a long walk. 7 When the plate was 
dropped, it broke. 8 As the door opened, the dog barked. 9 The strong wind blew all day 
long.

7  Ballet
1 years 2 television 3 shoes 4 stars 5 leg 

8  Questions
1 Where are you going? 2 May I come with you? 3 It is fine today. 4 How many metres can 
you swim, Robert? 5 I can swim a hundred. 6 We went fishing the other day. 7 Will you be 
at the pool tomorrow? 8 Yes, he plays well. 9 It is 14 centimetres. 10 It is Wednesday. 11 
She lives in Adelaide. 2 She is very well. 13 He is in second grade.

9 The Frill-necked Lizard
1 trees 2 skin 3 pink 4 bark 

10 Sentences 2
2 Sharks bite. 4 The car ran down the hill. 5 Can you dance? 8 Come with me. 9 I gave 
my aunt a book.10 Many birds flew over our house. 11 Can you touch your toes with your 
hands?

11  Soccer
1 round 2 hands 3 streets 4 world 5 yes 

12 Sentences 3
1 Wendy has a little dog named Spot. 2 She went fishing with him one fine day. 3 Wendy 
used her new rod and reel. 4 She caught three very large fish. 5 This made Wendy so 
excited that she hurried home. 6 Spot was pleased because he wagged his tail. 7 Mother 
cooked fish for dinner that night. or Mother cooked fish that night for dinner. 8 Everyone 
enjoyed it and the cat had some too.

13  Possums
1 rose 2 in a pouch 3 opossum 4 visiting 5 nibbled 6 yes 7 no

14 Using a Dictionary 1
1f 2o 3u 4h 5n 6x 7a 8e 9i 10m 11q 12v 13b 14l 15f 16 dollar 17 clothe 18 red 19 no 20 
yellow 21 three  22 bamboo 23 dolphin 24 gaol

15 A Plant that Eats Insects
1 fly-trap 2 soil 3 hairs 4 lock 5 no 6 no 7 yes 8 no 

16 Full Stops and Capital Letters 1
1 Tanya ..... bush. She ..... turn. 2 The ..... lost. There ..... anywhere. 3 The ..... down. It ..... 
darker. 4 Tanya ..... her. She ..... would. 5 Tanya ..... name. This ..... arrived. 6 She ..... lost. 
In ..... her. 7 He ..... trees. How ..... felt. 8 When ..... her. She ..... herself. Tanya ..... again. 
Becoming ..... lesson.

17  Coal
1 trees 2 millions 3 ground 4 lamps 5 no 6 yes 7 no
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