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Words You Do Not Need

Often when writing sentences we put in a word that is not needed. 
Circle the word that could be left out. Write it in the space on the right.

1 Do you know where we are going to in the morning? ……………………………..

2 When the game was over with, we all cheered. ………………………………

3 My mother and I both have dark hair. …………………………….

4 The two twins each rode a red tricycle. ……………………………….

5 Our cat chased after a tiny mouse. ………………………………..

6 To make a paste you must mix flour and water together. ………………………….

7 The coach asked me not to repeat the mistake again. …………………………….

8 You must return the book back to the library. …………………………….

9 John made a most perfect pass for Ken to score. ………………………………..

10  The whole family stayed with us up until yesterday. …………………………….

11  When did you first begin to feel the pain? ……………………………..

12  The losers’ raffle tickets were scattered about on the table. …………………..

13  At which town does this train first stop at? …………………………..

14 The bus to school is seldom ever late. …………………………

15  The reason why she was not there was because she felt ill. ……………………

16  The wind it blew steadily all through the night. …………………………… 
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Woodman, Spare that Tree

This is a poem, adapted for you to read, that became a song. It was 
written by George Morris who was riding with a friend. They both 
saw a man was sharpening an axe to cut down a huge 
tree. The man was hoping to sell the valuable wood. 
George’s friend knew it was planted by his grandfather. He 
stopped the man by arranging to buy the tree. On reaching home, George put the 
story into words which eventually became a kind of hit tune in its day, long ago, 
because George Morris died well over a hundred years ago.

Woodman spare that tree! Touch not a single bough! 
In youth it sheltered me, and I’ll protect it now.
It was my forefather’s hand that placed it near his cot 
(short for cottage)
There, woodman, let it stand; your axe shall harm it not.

That old familiar tree, whose glory and renown
Are spread o’er land and sea, and would you cut it down? 
Woodman, stop your swing! Cut not its earth-bound ties; 
Oh spare that aged oak, now towering to the skies.

When I was an idle boy I found its grateful shade; 
In all their gushing joy here, too, my sisters played. 
My mother kissed me here, my father pressed my hand; 
Forgive this foolish tear; but let that old oak stand.

My heart-strings round you cling, close as your bark, old friend; 
Here shall the wild bird sing, and still your branches bend.
Old tree, the storm still brave, and woodman, leave the spot; 
While I’ve a hand to save, your axe will harm it not.

1 Was the tree once next to a building? ………………………………..

2 What kind of a tree was it? ……………………………

3 What word tells that George’s friend spent lazy times under the tree?

 ……………………………..

4 Who else played under the shade of the tree? …………………………..

5 Which word besides ‘old’ tells us that the tree was not young? …………………
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Correcting Mistakes

Each sentence has a mistake in grammar or usage. Cross out the incorrect 
word and write the correct one on the right.

1 Duncan and me are going to the beach. ………………………..

2 Karen was able to climb the rope easy. ………………………..

3 It is to hot to play outdoors today. …………………………

4 The Browns and me are going to the circus. ………………………….

5 We went to the pond but could not find no tadpoles. …………………………..

6 At the party all the lemonade was drank by the guests. ………………………….

7 In the train we past lots of cows and sheep in fields. ………………………….

8 Mrs Jackson will learn me to play Monopoly. ………………………….

9 Lionel and myself saw the show on television.  ……………………………

10  Is this the kind of pen what you wanted? …………………….

11  The lioness was licking one of it’s cubs. ………………………….

12  Beside fishing tackle, we took some crab pots. ……………………………..

13 May I have a lend of ten dollars? ……………………………….

14  David is going to the camp and I hope to go to. …………………………….

15  Tony is coming to the shops with Susan and I. …………………………..

16  The kangaroo and wallaby leaps as they travel across a paddock. 

………………….
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Separate Sentences

Sometimes when we write several sentences we run them together instead of 
using full stops and starting again with a capital letter. Each example below 
consists of two sentences. Use a red pen and put in the full stop and capital 
letter that is missing in each. When putting in a capital letter, cross out the 
small letter and put the capital above.

Mother Kangaroo

1 One afternoon a mother kangaroo was nibbling some grass her son was 

sleeping safely in her pouch.

2 Suddenly she lifted her head there was a strange smell in the air.

3 She bounded away swiftly two dogs barked as they chased her.

4 The mother dropped her son behind a bush away she went with the dogs  

after her.

This time, separate each example except one, into two sentences as you did 
before. Be careful: one example needs no full stop because a joining word 
(conjunction) joins two parts of the sentence.

Ferdinand

1 Last week I read a story about a bull named Ferdinand he lived in Spain. 

2 Ferdinand was not like other bulls they wanted to fight all day.

3 You will never guess what he liked to do he was too gentle to fight. 

4 When the sun shone the flowers came out Ferdinand looked at them. 

5 He also smelt them the other bulls laughed at him.

6 Some men were looking for wild bulls they thought Ferdinand was very wild.

7 Poor Ferdinand was captured he was taken to be killed in the bull ring.
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Using Better Words

Use a word from the boxes which is better than the one in brackets  
in each space. 

rotten satisfactory impolite kind sunny

1 The (bad) ……………………………………. boy never said “please” or “thank you”.

2 In the bag of apples there was one that was (bad) ……………………………  .

3 It was a (nice) ………………………………. day so the cricket match started.

4 That was not a (nice) …………………………….. way to treat a sick cat.

5 The plumber is coming and we hope he does a (good) …………………… job.

received scored fetched collected became

6 On my birthday I (got) ……………………………. a cheque in the mail from Betty.

7 When I was caught in the rain my dress (got) ………………………………. soaked.

8 Our old dog always (got) ……………………………….. a ball that you threw her.

9 Dad went to the post office and (got) …………………………… a parcel.

10 Don Bradman often (got) …………………………… a century when he batted.

juicy valuable skilful suitable devout

11 For lunch I ate a (nice) ……………………………… pear.

12 The film star bought a (nice) ……………………….. diamond for his girlfriend.

13 That mechanic is very (good) ………………………. at his job.

14  St Francis, who loved birds, was a (good) ………………………….. man.

15  This small fishing rod is not (good) …………………………. for catching sharks.SAM
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The Lonely Worm

One of the world’s greatest men who studied Nature was 
Charles Darwin. His great theory was that all creatures 
change and adapt themselves to this Earth. He even claimed 
we all began from the simplest living cells in the oceans. 
Darwin also said that the worm was the most important 
animal in the world.

Why did he think this strange creature with no eyes or bones 
was so useful? He said this for one main reason. Worms are 
living grinding mills. They turn rocky soil, dead plants and 
creatures into fine compost that is essential for all plant life.

A worm’s body is made up of a series of rings. Through the 
body from end to end is the astonishing digestive system. 
The thin, pointed end of the worm is the head, where lies its mouth. There are no teeth 
or jaws - only lips for grasping. All kinds of matter eaten is passed down the gullet and 
ground up with the help of minute stones in its stomach. When all this has been digested 
it passes out at the end of the worm in the form of wormcasts. These are like fine sand 
but are wonderful to put on lawns, flowers or vegetables to make them grow. In the 
fields, wormcasts are blown away but are carried through cracks and channels down into 
the soil again to make it richer. The holes worms bore are useful in themselves. They 
allow rainwater and air to enter the soil. Little canals form underground to help water the 
countless roots sent out by plants.

The powerful body of a worm, shaped like a thin rocket, is ideally fitted for burrowing. Its 
muscles give it power to push. Along its skin are tiny claws that can only be seen through a 
microscope, but which help it to move through the soil. Of course it doesn’t only just push 
its way, but it eats its way too. If the head is obstructed by a hard stone, it will find a way 
round.

Write ‘true’ or ‘false’ against each statement.

1 Darwin did not believe that men and women just appeared on Earth. …………..

2 Darwin thought that worms were just ordinary, unimportant  

creatures. ………………

3 Wormcasts are rich in compost and help plants grow. ………………….

4 A worm eats its way though the soil. ………………….

5 The thick end of a worm is its head. ………………..

6 Holes in soil let in air and water. …………………..

7 Many rings make up the body of a worm. ………………… 

Charles Darwin
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Nursery Rhymes

See if you can remember the names of people from when you were younger. 
Sometimes their names are not easy to spell.

1 Mary, M ……………………. quite contrary, how does your garden grow?

2 Little B …………………… has lost her sheep.

3 Wee Willie W ………………………….. ran through the town.

4 Humpty D ………………………. sat on the wall.

5 Simple S ………………………. met a pieman going to the fair.

6 Jack S ……………………….. would eat no fat and his wife would eat no lean.

7 Old Mother H ………………………… went to the cupboard.

8 Little Miss …………………………. sat on her tuffet. 

9 Georgy P …………………………. Pudding and Pie kissed the girls and made

 them cry.

10 Peter, P ………………….., pumpkin-eater, had a wife and could not keep her.

11 Little Jack H ……………………… sat in a corner eating his Christmas pie.

12 Little Polly F ……………………… sat among the cinders.

13 Old King C …………………….. was a merry old soul.

14 The Knave of H ………………………. he stole some tarts.

These questions are for those who remember the rhymes well. 

15 Did the dog get a bone?   ………………………….

16  Did Humpty live until he was old?  ………………………….

17  Did Simple S. get a pie?  ………………………….

18  Did Miss M. stay on her tuffet?  ………………………….

19  Did the Knave eat the tarts? ………………………….SAM
PLE
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The Hippopotamus

Write the missing word from the box.

huge able animal smooth noses large elephant’s 
keep words visit parts mouth front river water

The Hippopotamus is nearly as 1 l…………………………… as a rhinoceros 

and only the elephant is larger still. This 2 a…………………………….. gets 

its name from two 3 w…………………………. which mean ‘river’ and ‘horse.’ 

Hippopotamuses live in several 4 p………………………….. of Africa where the 

weather is hot. They 5 k……………………………. cool by staying under the water 

in rivers with only their 6 n………………………… and ears poking out. During the 

night this animal emerges from the 7 w……………………………… and walks on the 

8 r………………………….. banks searching for grass to eat. No  wonder its mouth 

is 9 h…………………………, as it must take very large bites to fill up with food. 

Inside its 10 m…………………………., a hippopotamus has long, curved  

11 f……………………………. teeth which act like tusks and are, like the  

12 e…………………………….., made of ivory. Have a look at one of these animals 

when you 13 v……………………… the zoo. They may look slow but they are  

14 a……………………………… to run quite  

fast even though they are fat! Look at the skin of 

a hippopotamus. See how  

15 s…………………………. it is, with only  

a few bristles on the head and tail.
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More Inverted Commas

Notice that the question mark comes inside the inverted commas. The next 
word after the question mark does not have to begin with a capital letter:

“Would you like a cup of tea?” asked Mother.

When a person speaking uses two or more sentences, you only enclose the 
beginning and end of all his or her words.

“Yes, thanks Mum. Put plenty of sugar in it, please,” said Wendy.

Read this story in which the inverted commas have been left out. Rewrite the 
story, putting in the inverted commas. Don’t forget the commas or question 
marks.

The Fox and his Skin
A fox one day met a tiger. I only wish I had your 
strength and speed he said.

Have I nothing else you would like? asked the 
tiger. Wouldn’t you like to have a lovely striped 
coat like mine? You could hide well in the woods. 
No, thank you said the fox.

I only wish I could change my fur for feathers. 
Then I could pretend I was a harmless bird.

SAM
PLE
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Answers

45 The Wasp and the Bee 
1 by 2 said 3 people 4 yellow 5 my 6 told 7 bee 8 do 9 you 10 wing 11 say 12 sting  
13 coat 14 me 15 bee

46 Adjectives that Describe People 
1 ignorant 2 talkative 3 impatient 4 robust 5 weary 6 active 7 gloomy 8 obedient  
9 vigilant 10 cautious 11 artful 12 muscular 13 reliable 14 selfish 15 placid

47  Paragraphing 
One day a wolf killed an animal. He was eating the creature when a bone stuck in his throat. The wolf asked many 
animals to help him. Most of them hurried away. After a while a crane came past. The wolf offered a reward to the 
crane if she would help. The crane poked her long neck down the wolf’s throat She managed to grip the bone. 
Slowly she drew it out. Of course the crane asked for her reward. The wolf said she was ungrateful. He told her she 
was lucky he did not eat her up.

48 The Story of Clocks and Watches 
1 Egypt 2 hourglass 3 glass 4 yes 5 a battery

49 Who Is Speaking? 
1 police officer 2 comedian 3 nurse 4 electrician 5 author 6 sailor 7 newsagent 8 soldier  
9 builder 10 librarian 11 courier 12 priest

50 The Traveller and the Heron 
1 weary 2 shady 3 leather 4 soft 5 wicked 6 simple 7 boiling 8 silvery 9 evil 10 small 11 kind  
12 only 13 unfortunate

51 The Months 
1 July 2 apricots 3 February 4 March 5 pheasant 6 hark 7 dams

52 Same Words, Different Meanings 2 
1 watch 2 spoke 3 test 4 swallow 5 organ 6 cross 7 jumper 8 charge 9 vault

53 More Inverted Commas 
A fox one day met a tiger. “I only wish I had your strength and speed,”he said. “Have I nothing else you would like?” 
asked the tiger. “Wouldn’t you like to have a lovely striped coat like mine? You could hide well in the woods.” “No, 
thank you,” said the fox. “I only wish I could change my fur for feathers. Then I could pretend I was a harmless 
bird.”

54 The Lowly Worm 
1 true 2 false 3 true 4 true 5 false 6 true 7 true

55 Using Better Words 
1 impolite 2 rotten 3 sunny 4 kind 5 satisfactory 6 received 7 became 8 fetched 
9 collected 10 scored 11 juicy 12 valuable 13 skilful 14 devout 15 suitable

56 Correcting Mistakes 
1 I not me 2 easily not easy 3 too not to 4 I not me 5 any not no 6 drunk not drank 7 passed not past  
8 teach not learn 9 I not myself 10 that not what 11 its not it’s 12 Besides not Beside 13 loan not lend  
14 too not to 15 me not I 16 leap not leaps

57 Woodman, Spare that Tree

59 Four Friends 
1(c) 2 (a) 3 (c) 4 (c) 5 (c) 6 (c) 7 accomplish 8 goblins 9 entangled 10 tears 11 comrade 12 yes

60 A Word You Do Not Need 
1 to 2 with 3 both 4 two 5 after 6 together 7 again 8 back 9 most 10 up 11 first 12 about  
13 at 14 ever 15 why 16 it
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Answers

Excellence in Literacy Book 3
Page
6 Separating Sentences 

Mother Kangaroo 1 grass. Her 2 head. There 3 swiftly. Two 4 bush. Away  
Ferdinand 1 Ferdinand. He 2 bulls. They 3 do. He 4 out. 5 them. The 6 bulls. They 
7 captured. He 

7 Nursery Rhymes 
1 Mary 2 Bo-Peep 3 Winkie 4 Dumpty 5 Simon 6 Sprat 7 Hubbard 8 Muffet 9 Porgy 10 Peter  
11 Horner 12 Flinders 13 Cole 14 Hearts 15 no 16 no 17 no 18 no 19 no

8 The Hippopotamus 
1 large 2 animal 3 words 4 parts 5 keep 6 noses 7 water 8 river 9 huge 10 mouth 11 front  
12 elephant’s 13 visit 14 able 15 smooth

9 Rules of the Road 
1 right 2 yellow 3 helmet

10 Using Verbs 
1 strolled 2 toddled 3 marched 4 walked 5 flies 6 gallop 7 raced 8 hurtled 9 lie 10 nest  
11 stand 12 sit

11 Hidesato the Hero 
1 king 2 silver 3 eyes 4 saliva

12 Using Adverbs 
1 quickly 2 idly 3 wearily 4 immediately S now 6 Finally 7 later 8 patiently 9 greedily 10 speedily  
11 bravely 12 shyly 13 angrily 14 fortunately 15 punctually 16 joyously 17 occasionally 18 accidentally

13 The Miser’s Son 
1 uncle 2 in a forest 3 bacon 4 morning dew

14 Inverted Commas 
1 “Who saw the accident?” the policeman asked 2 “How are you?” asked Betty 3 “Why did you do that?” Mick 
asked  4 “Who owns this book?” Tom enquired 5 “I saw all that happened,” said Jack Wilson. 6 “Fiona lent me 
the book,” Jennifer said. 7 “It’s ten o’clock,” answered Cyril. 8 “I don’t know,” Betty replied. 9 She asked me, 
“Do you know his name?” 10 Simon said, “Please may I taste a pie?” 11 Paul said, “That book is interesting.”  
12 Lucy whispered, “Go away.” 13 (b) Jill asked, “Do you eat beans, Nancy?” 14 (a) “The flower is an iris,” said 
Mother. 15 (b) “I’m going fishing,” said Daniel.

15 Butterflies and Moths 
1 insects 2 rules 3 butterfly 4 moths 5 butterflies 6 egg

16 Using Adjectives 
1 wire, iron 2 tall, shiny 3 blazing 4 shaggy 5 stormy 6 glittering 7 fast 8 stone 9 dark, stormy 
10 cold, mournful 11 fearless 12 crowded 13 talkative 14 tasty 15 dark 16 tall 17 poisonous    
18 dangerous 19 villainous 20 furious 21 glorious 22 victorious 23 famous 24 nervous 25 grievous

17 David and Goliath 
1 The soldiers of King Saul’s army stood their ground on a high ridge. Below them lay the valley of Elah. The 
Philistine army faced them from another ridge on the opposite side of the valley.

 2 Neither army was willing to make the first attack. Soldiers on the high ground would be able to defeat an enemy 
trying to clamber up the steep slope. Each side waited for the other to move first.

 3 At last the Philistines sent their strongest man, Goliath down to the valley. He called out a challenge to the 
Israelites to send their champion down to fight him. However, no Israelite was willing to face him because he was 
so huge and powerful.

 4 A young man named David had three elder brothers who were in Saul’s army. One day his father sent David with 
food for them. David heard Goliath and was ashamed that every Israelite was too scared to go down and fight.
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