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Using the Right Words

Here is a final reading exercise where you must choose the correct words.

1 To (accept, activate, accede, advise) …………………….. is to receive.

2 To tell someone is to (inflict, insist, inform, injure) ………………………  .

3 An (advance, approval, attempt, account) ………………………. is a record of business.

4 To make or shape is to (furnish, fashion, facilitate, function) ………………………  .

5 To (examine, except, excel, extract) …………………….. is to look at closely.

6 To (refuse, recall, remain, remark) ………………………. is to remember.

7 To (efface, effect, effort, effervesce) ……………………… is to bring about.

8 An (injustice, injection, injury, injunction) ……………………… is harmful.

9 A cause or motive is a (remark, repeat, response, reason) ………………………..  .

10  To (interlace, intend, interpret, intrude) ……………………. means to plan. 

11 To (commence, comply, complete, continue) ……………………. is to finish. 

12  A helpful act is a (serial, service, series, serge) ……………………….  .

13  To (pulsate, purloin, purchase, purge) …………………….. is to buy.

14  Anything (capital, channel, central, conical) ……………………… is in the middle.

15  People who obey are (obstinate, obedient, obsolete, obvious) ……………………..

16  To (segregate, signal, secure, select) ……………………… is to choose. 

17  To display is to (employ, exceed, expose, exhibit) ………………………..  .

18  A locomotive pulls a (caravan, carousel, carriage, caribou) ………………………  .

19  A (quarry, quash, quaver, quarrel) ………………………. is an angry argument. 

20  A game is a (pastel, pastime, pasture, pastor) …………………………..  .
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Answer the Questions

1 What one word other than ‘critic’ is used to describe the person who came into 

the barber’s shop and complained about the way the white owl was stuffed? 

………………………..

2 What was the barber’s name? ………………………

3 How many different kinds of newspapers were being read by people waiting for 

haircuts? ………………………..

4 What subject did the critic say he had studied which is one that he probably made up?  

……………………….

5 What word tells us that the critic was serious and not joking? ……………………….

6 What occupation had the person who was supposed to have stuffed the owl?  

………………………..

7 Had the owl been able to talk, what did it call the critic? ………………………….

Write ‘true’ or ‘false’ next to each statement:

8 The critic thought that the owl’s head and neck were too low. …………………..

9 He said that the owl’s eyes were made of poor quality glass. …………………..

10  He claimed that the owl was made of sawdust and bark.  ……………………..

11 He said that he could make a better owl out of an old hat. ………………………

12  The owl was radio controlled by the barber. ……………………….

13  The critic was worried that the barber would be laughed at by people in the town 

….…………………

14  The owl was being sarcastic when he used the title ‘Sir Critic' ……………………..

Write a word from the poem that means the same as:

15  looked at carefully  …………………….. 

16  taking notice   ………………………
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The Owl Critic

(adapted from the poem by James T. Fields)

“Who stuffed that white owl?”
No one spoke in the shop,
The barber was busy, and he couldn’t stop,
The customers waiting their turns were all reading
The ‘Daily’, the ‘Herald’, the ‘Post’ little heeding
The young man who blurted out such a blunt question;
Not one raised a head, or even made suggestion;
And the barber kept on shaving.

“Don’t you see, My Brown,”
Cried the youth, with a frown,
“How wrong the whole thing is,
How preposterous each wing is,
How flattened the head is, how jammed down the neck is -
In short, the whole owl, what an ignorant wreck ‘tis!
I make no apology:
I’ve learned owl-eology.
I’ve passed days and nights in a hundred collections,
And cannot be blinded to any deflections
Arising from unskilful fingers that fail
To stuff a bird right, from his beak to his tail.
Mister Brown! Mister Brown!
Do take that bird down,
Or you’ll soon be the laughing-stock all over town!”
And the barber kept on shaving.

“Examine those eyes.
I’m filled with surprise
Taxidermists should pass
Off on you such poor glass;
With some sawdust and bark
I could stuff in the dark
An owl better than that.
I could make an old hat
Look more like an owl
Than that horrid fowl.”
And the barber kept on shaving.

The owl very gravely got down from his perch.
Walked round, and regarded his fault-finding critic –
Who thought he was stuffed – with a glance analytic,
And then fairly hooted, as if he should say: 
“Your learning’s at fault this time anyway: 
Don’t waste it again on a live bird, I pray,
I’m an owl, you’re another, Sir Critic, good-day!” 
And the barber kept on shaving.
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The Iron-eating Rats

Read the story and insert the correct adjectives in the spaces. Use only those from 
the box.

iron close huge real hungry little terrible only long treasure

A merchant once had to make a 1 …………………………… 

journey, and so he sold all his property. He bought  

2 ………………………… bars because he thought that moths 

could not eat them nor thieves run off with them. He asked a 

3 ………………………….. friend if he would lock them in his  

4 ……………………… chamber whilst he went away.

When the traveller returned, he went to his friend. ‘Oh, yes,’ 

he said, ‘unfortunately some 5 ……………………… rats have 

eaten all your iron up.’ The traveller had trusted his friend and had no 6 …………………………. 

proof that the iron was even left with him. It was useless to seek justice.

On leaving the house, he saw one of his friend’s 7 …………………………children playing 

outside. He picked up the child and carried him off. That evening his friend visited him, full of 

grief. ‘My 8 ………………………. son is lost,’ he wailed. 'Well,’ said the traveller, ‘that must 

be the child I saw carried off by a 9 …………………….. owl. What a 10 ……………………… 

country this is, where birds can carry off children and rats eat iron!’ At this the friend looked 

ashamed. He gave orders that the merchant’s iron be carried back to his house and the child 

was returned.
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first Moses was afraid, but he was persuaded to go with his brother Aaron and stand before 
the Pharaoh. The voice warned of difficulties, but promised God’s help.

Moses did eventually succeed and perhaps you may wish to find out how he performed 
this seemingly impossible task. Look up ‘Moses’ in an encyclopaedia to find out what 
happened.

Circle (a), (b) or (c) which best completes the first statement.

1 It is possible that many Egyptians wanted the Israelites as slaves 
(a) because they were worried that an army of Israelites would attack them.  
(b) because they felt that one day an Israelite would become a Pharaoh. 
(c) because they were probably jealous of the successful Israelites.

2 Moses was brought up as an Egyptian but 
(a) was probably taught that he was an Israelite by his mother when he was young. 
(b) probably learnt about the good qualities of the Israelites from his teachers. 
(c) played with children of the Israelite slaves.

3 Moses left Egypt because 
(a) he wanted to return to the land of Israel. 
(b) he was hoping to raise an army in Midian to invade Egypt. 
(c) he was afraid that he would bring disgrace upon himself and his people.

4 The burning bush kept alight because  
(a) the wind was not blowing. 
(b) the bush was set on fire by God. 
(c) the bush was green and would not burn well.

Use the right word from the brackets to complete each sentence.

5 The children of Joseph’s …………………….. (one, two, three) sons remained in Egypt.

6 The Israelite slaves were used to make (bricks, hay, pottery) ………………………
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The Rise of Moses

Joseph was a Hebrew boy from Israel who was sold as a 
slave in Egypt. He rose from being a slave to the position of 
chief minister of that country. Joseph’s two sons, together with 
many other Israelites, came to Egypt to live and work. For 
many years their descendants lived in Egypt and kept their 
Jewish religion. Long after the time of Joseph, the Israelites 
grew rich and happy among the Egyptians.

The new Pharaoh, King of Egypt, who knew little or nothing 
about Joseph, sat on his throne listening to complaints from 
his counsellors. They felt that the hard-working Israelites 
were becoming too rich and powerful. They said that the 
Israelites would help enemies of Egypt in a war. So the King 
was persuaded to order that all Israelites be driven from their 

homes and made into slaves. They were to make bricks for the Pharaoh’s new cities. In 
spite of this harsh treatment, the Israelites managed to grow in numbers until Pharaoh gave 
the cruel order that every boy born to an Israelite be instantly strangled. His soldiers often 
refused to kill this way, preferring to throw the infants into the Nile.

Many Israelite mothers tried to hide their baby boys. One mother was named Jochebed. She 
managed to conceal her baby for three months, but decided that spies were lurking in her 
village. She then made a little cradle of papyrus reeds and coated it with pitch. Jochebed 
placed her baby in the cradle among the bullrushes of the Nile. Miriam, her daughter, was 
told to watch nearby. Shortly, some noble ladies, including Pharaoh’s daughter came by 
and noticed the cradle. The princess ordered that the cradle be brought to her. When the 
covering was raised, the baby burst into tears. This touched the princess, and even knowing 
the baby was probably an Israelite, she wanted to keep him. Miriam pretended that she was 
just passing by and offered to fetch a nurse to help rear the baby. The princess agreed and 
Miriam fetched her mother who was delighted to know she would be able to care for the 
boy.

Pharaoh’s daughter called the baby Moses, which means ‘saved from the water’. The little 
Israelite was later trained by the wisest of Egyptian teachers, and grew up in Pharaoh’s 
palace amongst luxury. But although Moses grew up exactly like an Egyptian, he remained 
an Israelite at heart. His blood burned like fire in his veins whenever he saw the cruelties 
which his people suffered. One day, when he was a grown man, the sight of an Israelite being 
whipped by an Egyptian taskmaster made him so angry that he killed the cruel man. Moses 
was forced to run away to a country called Midian. He worked for a man named Jethro, chief 
of the Hebrew people in that country. He married one of Jethro’s daughters and spent his 
time looking after sheep and goats. This gave him time to think about the poor Israelites who 
were suffering in Egypt.

One day in the fields, Moses saw a burning bush. Even though it was engulfed in flames, the 
fire never died down. Coming nearer, Moses heard a voice. He knew it was the voice of God. 
The voice commanded Moses to return to Pharaoh and lead the Israelites out of Egypt. At 
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The Golden Girl

As a little girl, Betty Cuthbert loved to run fast. The first real race that Betty won was at her 
primary school sports. She was eight, and could beat most boys of her age. At Parramatta 
High School, Betty was helped by the headmistress, June Ferguson, who had won an 
Olympic Medal in London at the 1948 Games. Betty also joined a club and in time became 
the Australian champion sprinter.

Betty was chosen to represent Australia in the 1956 Melbourne Olympics. She was a little 
nervous in her first 100-metre final. Off went the gun and the race began. Away raced Betty 
Cuthbert with others close behind her. She felt that she must win, even though her lungs 
seemed to be bursting. At the end of the 100 metres she felt the white tape snap. Betty had 
won! It was to be her first Olympic gold medal.

Betty became known as the ‘Golden Girl’ because she won two other gold medals at those 
Olympics. She won the 200 metres and was in the winning 4 by 100 metres women’s relay. 
Betty went to Rome for the 1960 Olympics but injured her leg and did not win any medals. 

When she returned to Australia, she gave up running. Her father grew plants for a living and 
Betty helped him in his nursery.

Fourteen months later, Betty had the urge to run again. At the 1962 Commonwealth Games 
in Perth she was in the winning Australian women’s relay team.

Then Betty discovered that she could run well over 400 metres. She was chosen to represent 
Australia in the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. This was Betty’s last chance to win another gold 
medal. It was a great race. Near the end her legs felt like rubber, but she kept on running, 
right through the tape. She had won!

How thrilled Betty felt as the gold medal was hung around her neck and the Australian flag 
was hoisted up the pole. Betty had lived up to her name - she truly was Australia’s ‘Golden 
Girl’.

Choose the best word from those in brackets to fill the gaps in the sentences.

At primary school Betty could beat most 1 (cousins, boys, sisters) ………………………………. 

of her age. She was chosen to represent 2 (Parramatta, Australia) ………………………………

at an Olympics in 3 (Sydney, Melbourne) ………………………………. . There she won  

4 (two, one, three) ……………………………………….. gold medals. At the Rome Olympic 

Games in 5 (1960, 1964, 1962)…………………. Betty did not do well. She won her last

medal in 6 (Perth, Rome, Tokyo) …………………………………….. to become Australia’s

7 (Champion, Golden, Athletics) ……………………………………. Girl once more.
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North Wind and the Sun

Read the story and insert the correct adverbs in the spaces. Use only those from  
each box.

quickly slowly fiercely finally

1 Early one morning, the North Wind and the Sun began to argue 1 ……………………… 

Each one said that he was stronger than the other. They 2 ……………………… agreed 

to try their strength on an old man who was walking 3 ……………………… across a field. 

The idea was to see how 4 ………………………. each of them could strip the man’s coat 

from his back.

harder sadly tightly furiously

2 The North Wind tried first. He blew 5 ………………………. in long, whirling gusts  The 

man only buttoned his coat more 6 …………………….. and bent his head. Even by 

blowing 7 ……………………….. the North Wind could not tear off the man's coat. At last 

he admitted 8 …………………….. that he had failed.

strongly slightly gently higher

3 It was now the Sun’s turn. As he began to climb 9 ……………………… in the sky, he 

beamed down 10 …………………….. . The man was glad the wind had dropped. He 

unbuttoned his coat 11 ……………………… and enjoyed the pleasant sunlight. Then the 

Sun blazed much more  12 ………………….. until the great heat made the man take his 

coat off.
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In our little band there was just twenty-four, 
And of the Sioux Indians, five hundred or more, 
We fought them with courage, we said not a word, 
The whoop of the Indians was all could be heard.

We shot their bold chief at the head of his band. 
He died like a warrior with his bow in his hand, 
When they saw their brave chief lying dead in his gore, 
They whooped and they yelled and we saw them no more.

We travelled by day, guarded camp in the night, 
Till Oregon’s mountains looked high in their might. 
Now in a green valley, beside a clear stream,
Our journey has ended in the land of our dream.

1 What river did the travellers first have to cross before making their long journey? 

…………………………………..

2 What animals did they shoot for meat? ………………………………….

3 Did the Sioux live in flat or hilly country? …………………………………

4 Write the three words that tell us the Sioux chief was a courageous fighting man: 

…………………………   …………………………   …………………………

5 Did the writer think that we should learn from history and avoid bloodshed? 

……………………………………….

Place a tick against each of the correct answers.
6 When the settlers were captured by Indians  

(a) they were put into camps and guarded.  
(b) they were probably killed. 
(c) they were kept as hostages and well treated.

Write a word from the song that means: 

7 blood from a wound ………………………..

8 a yell or shout swift ……………………..

9 swift ……………………..

10 eating grass guns ………………………

11 guns ………………………
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Answers

40  Proverbs 
1 E 2 H 3 I 4 K 5 R 6 F 7 J 8 L 9 D 10 M 11 G 12 P 13 N 14 Q 15 A 16 C 17 B 18 0

41 Match the Rhyming Word 
1 here 2 pale 3 peel 4 hoarse 5 teem 6 rose 7 feat 8 inn 9 main 10 reel 11 bore 12 peek 
13 meet 14 none 15 sore 16 mayor 17 coarse 18 sow 19 lead 20 ore 21 son 22 weight 23 
break 24 lone 25 sea 26 choose 27 plane 28 write 29 ewe 30 fur 31 wring 32 lessen

42  Usage 
1 written, torn 2 drank, any 3 easily, little 4 have, come 5 did, well 6 anything, so 7 those, gone 
8 that, saw 9 were, those 10 bitten, past 11 teaching, slowly 12 is, her 13 it’s, really 14 was, an

43 The Armadillo 
1 false 2 false 3 true 4 true 5 false 6 true 7 true

44 Words with Different Meanings 
1 calf 2 fine 3 hide 4 crane 5 pupil 6 stump 7 tumbler 8 sack 9 squash 10 sheet 11 date 
12 brand 13 strike 14 address 15 cricket 16 drive 17 fence 18 deck 19 file 20 spell

45 The Great Violin-maker 
1 no 2 Italy 3 yes 4 yes 5 ivory 6 no 7 priceless 8 durable 9 frugally 10 pains

46/47 Tom Thumb 
1 (c) 2 (a) 3 (a) 4 (b) 5 lion 6 inquiring 7 meat

48/49 Caroline Chisholm 
1 (c) 2(a) 3 Victoria 4 Sydney 5 no 6 unselfish 7 cemetery 8 migrate 9 suicide  
10  portrait 

50/51 The Four Wise Ministers 
1 India 2 yes 3 (c) 4 (b) 5 (a) 6 lame 7 abdomen 8 approached 9 describe  
10 admiration 11 scarcely 12 wealth

52/53 Westward by Wagon 
1 Missouri 2 antelope, buffalo 3 flat 4 bold, warrior, brave 5 yes 6 (b) 7 gore  
8 whoop 9 fleet 10 grazing 11 rifles

54/55 The Rise of Moses 
1 (c) 2 (a) 3 (c) 4 (b) 5 two 6 bricks

56/57 The Owl Critic 
1 youth 2 Mr Brown 3 three 4 owl-eology 5 frown 6 taxidermist  7 an owl 8 true 9 true 10 false 
11 true 12 false 13 true 14 true 15 examined 16 heeding

58/59  Breathing 
1(b) 2(a) 3(c) 4(a) 5 true 6 false 7 true 8 false 9 false

60 Using the Right Words 
1 accept  2 inform 3 account 4 fashion 5 examine 6 recall 7 effect 8 injustice 9 reason 10 intend 
11 complete 12 service 13 purchase 14 central 15 obedient 16 select 17 exhibit 18 carriage 19 
quarrel    20 pastime
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6 The Iron-eating Rats 
1 long 2 iron 3 close 4 treasure 5 hungry 6 real 7 little 8 only 9 huge 10 terrible

7 The Golden Girl 
1 boys 2 Australia 3 Melbourne 4 three 5 1960 6 Tokyo 7 Golden

8 The North Wind and the Sun 
1 fiercely 2 finally 3 slowly 4 quickly 5 furiously 6 tightly 7 harder 8 sadly 9 higher 10 gently  
11 slightly 12 strongly

9 The Story of Rubber 
1 sap 2 Latin 3 chisel 4 tyres 5 yes 6 moist

10 Quotation Marks 
1 Sandy remarked, “The lady’s dog has a bad enough bite, so I hope it can’t bark.” 2 Henry said to his mother, 
“There is a wren’s nest in the shrub.” 3 His mother asked, “How do you know, Henry?” 4 Henry replied, “A bird 
flew in there this morning and I peeped through the leaves.”5 My uncle asked a friend, “Why did you give up work 
at the circus, Ted?” 6 His friend replied, “The manager wouldn’t agree to what I wanted.” 7 Uncle Dick asked, 
“What was the trouble, Ted?”8 Ted said, “All I wanted to do was to change two words around.” 9 “What do you 
mean, Ted?” asked Uncle Jack. 10 His friend replied, “I’m a lion tamer and all I wanted was a tamer lion.”

11 Punctuating a Letter 
Commas after: Robin, friend. Full stop after: holidays. Capitals: Street, Dear, First, Sue, Why, Your.  1 Blackie 2 
yes 3 Allan 4 (b) She has plenty of rattles.

12 The Story of a Match 
1 wood 2 flint 3 England 4 phosphorous 5 sandpaper

13 A Picnic at the National Park 
1 gurgled 2 rustled 3 rattling 4 revving 5 crackled 6 tinkling 7 murmur 8 roaring 9 whine 10 boom 
11 crashed 12 babbling

14 The Microbe Man 
1 France  2 microscope 3 germ 4 It was for this reason the wine turned sour. 5 yes

15 The Balloon’s Story 
1 usually 2 often 3 afterwards 4 first 5 suddenly 6 Now 7 immediately 8 madly 9 Finally 
10 miserably 11 already 12 again 13 carefully 14 never

16  Deserts 
1 world 2 water 3 hundreds    4 Sahara   5 large 6 houses 7 Date 8 picked 9 desert 10 year 
11 food 12 help 13 spending 14 dams 15 flows 16 floods 17 soil

17 Comparing Adjectives 
1 greater 2 straighter 3 thinner 4 sillier 5 lazier 6 easier 7 drier 8 funnier 9 wetter 10 sharpest 
11 widest 12 rustiest 13 clearest 14 coolest    15 whitest 16 steepest 17 darkest 18 loudest 
19 more beautiful 20 more famous 21 more frightened 22 most successful

18 Torchy Went Missing 
1 One of my cousins, named Helen, has a pet mouse which she has named Torchy. When I asked her why she 
had picked this name, she told me to look at the mouse’s eyes. I was still puzzled. Then she
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