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UNITl

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SPICE GIRLS LOSE THEIR FLAVOUR

Dear Ed,

I'm writing in response to the article on the Spice Girls that appeared
in the last edition of this mag. Just let me say ENOUGH ALREADY!1 I've
had itl Spice Girls this, Spice Girls that. WHO CARES????
They're boring and I'm sick of them. They're not even talented.
Dress a,ny five girls in different styles, give them catchy names and
repetitive songs and they could have the same success. How
hard is it to jump around and sing meaningless songs?,
We", it's hard on mel
Don't insult your readers, Ed.
We're past the Spice Girl stage.
It's time to move on.

SIGNED: SPICELESS

YOU SPICE UP MY LIFE

Dear Ed,

Congrats on an informative and entf?ttainin,g article last. week entitled
·'Sugar and Spice". The more I read about the Spice Girls, the more I
want to knowl
They are the most talented thing to hit the music scene since,
FOREVER
(Well at least since New Kids hit the block).
Thanks for keeping us informed and for supplying your readers with
such mad pictures (I am in the process of filling my third Spice Girls
scrapbook).

GIRL POWERII
SIGNED: YOURS IN SPICE
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1. What .does theautilor of tIle· first letter find lllOSt aggravating about the
Spice Girls?

(a) They aren't very illtelligent.
(b) They're ugly.
(c) They're boring.
(d) Constant represelltatioll ill tIle Inedia.

2. "Dress any five girls in differellt styles, give theln catchy nalnes alld
repetitive songs alldthey C01IId 11ave tIle same'sllccess" suggests tllat the
Spice Girls are

(a) jllSt like allyone else.
(b) 110t particlIlarly talented.
(c) sllccesshll becallse of tlleir clothes.
(d) very Sllccesshll.

3. III tIle letter elltitled "SPICE GIRLS LOSE THEIR FLAVOUR" the
sel1der's attitllde towards the balld call best be SlImmed IIp as

(a) favollrable.
(b) contemptuollS.
(c) disgust.
(d)· frustration.

4. III tIle letter entitled "YOU SPICE UP MY LIFE" the sender's attitude to
the band can best be described as

(a) bored.
(b) tolerant.
(c) ellthusiastic.
(d) moderately ilnpressed.

5. TIle title "SPICE GIRLS LOSE THEIR FLAVOUR" is an exampleofa

(a) pllil.
(b) joke.
(c) hyperbole.
(d) personificatioll.
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6. What WOllld best describe tIle level of 1allgtlage ill tIle two letters?

(a) Colloquial.
(b) Fonnal.
(c) English.
(d) Australian.

7. Tllese two letters are lnost d.ifferelltil1 tenns of

(a) literary devices.
(b) style.
(c) langllage.
(d) attitude.
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EXPLANATIONS FOR ANSWERS
UNIT 1

1. TIle best allswer is D. The tIling tIlat lnost frustrates tIle writer is the
continual appearance of the Spice Girls ill tIle lnedia: "ENOUGH
ALREADY!! I've had it!" AltIlollgh 'Spiceless' lnay also believe A, Band C,
it is tIle overexposllre (repeated appearallce) of tIle Spice Girls tilat is lnost
aml0Ylng.

2. TIle best allswer is B. AltI10ligil all fOllr allswers are correct ill SOlne way,
B gives tIle most informatioll alld best SUIUS IIp wllat tIle writer is trying to
say. The author does not believe that tIle grOllp is very talellted and it is this
that she/he finds aillioying: "How Ilard is it to jump around and sing
meaningless· songs?"

3. The best answer is B. The writer strollgly dislikes tIle group and although
she is also disgusted and frustrated by tllem alld their popularity, contempt
best Sliins up the attitude of 'Spiceless'. COllstalltcriticisln_ (eg. "They're
borillg" and "They're not even talellted") of tIle Spice Girls in tIle letter
SilOWS the writer's level of cOlltelnpt.

4. TIle ~est allswer is C. TIle ,vriter praises tIle grOllp alld the lnagazine for
sllpplying il1fonn.ation on tl1elTI. Phrases SllCl1 as "an illfonnative alld
elltertaillillg article", "tIle lnore I read tIle In.ore I wallt to know" alld "they are
tIle lnost tale11ted tlli11g ..." SllOW a very positive alldelltlllisiastic attitude
towards the group.

5. The best answer is A. A pUll is a hllmorous play on words. Use of the
word 'flavour' refers to the name of the grOllp 'SPICE Girls' and also to the
fact that they are losi11g their popularity.

6. The best answer is A. Level ofla11guage refers towhether·or 110t the
language used is like tllat ofllonnal, everyday speech (informal or colloquial)
or whether it is more formal (SlICIl as language used in essays a11d many
textbooks). Words and phrases tIlat sllggest tIle language used is colloquial
incillde: "mag", "ENOUGH ALREADY", "CONGRATS", "since forever"
and "lnad". Level of langllage does ·NOT refer to 11atiollality.
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