
Small Steps in  
Reading and Spelling

PETER M. CLUTTERBUCK

Graded activities to help students master the 
basic sight words

SAMPLE



Contents

Important Words in Learning� 1 
to Read and Spell�

Small Step 1� 4 
as  the  to  all  it�

Small Step 2� 3 
and  of  that  was  he

Small Step 3� 4 
in  is  for  but  are

Small Step 4� 5 
at  be  had  him  not

Small Steps 1–4 Revision Activity� 6
Small Steps 1–4 Test Activity� 7

Small Step 5� 8 
have  his  not  on  said

Small Step 6� 9 
about  you  with  we  they

Small Step 7� 10 
which  blue  boy  their  house

Small Step 8� 11 
an  could  here  me  were

Small Steps 5–8 Revision Activity� 12
Small Steps 5–8 Test Activity� 13

Small Step 9� 14 
or  them  what  back  did

Small Step 10� 15 
if  much  our  then  when

Small Step 11� 16 
been  do  into  must  other

Small Step 12� 17 
there  where  before  down  just

Small Steps 9–12 Revision Activity� 18
Small Steps 9–12 Test Activity� 19

Small Step 13� 20 
first  like  over  who  by

Small Step 14� 21 
from  little  new  right  up

Small Step 15� 22 
see  want  your  came  go

Small Step 16� 23 
will  call  get  look  now

Small Steps 13–16 Revision Activity� 24
Small Steps 13–16 Test Activity� 25

Small Step 17� 26 
made  off  she  well  can

Small Step 18� 27 
has  make  old  some  went

Small Step 19� 28 
after  away  again  always  am

Small Step 20� 29 
another  any  ask  bad  bring

Small Steps 17–20 Revision Activity� 30
Small Steps 17–20 Test Activity� 31

Small Step 21� 32 
because  does  far  eat  every

Small Step 22� 33 
best  bird  day  fast  find

Small Step 23� 34 
fell  father  hand  gave  found

Small Step 24� 35 
jump  keep  last  once  take

Small Steps 21–24 Revision Activity� 36
Small Steps 21–24 Test Activity� 37

Small Step 25� 38 
under  very  walk  year  girl

Small Step 26� 39 
work  have  know  left  many

Small Step 27� 40 
open  tell  give  write  saw

Small Step 28� 41 
read  head  own  let  may

Small Steps 25–28 Revision Activity� 42
Small Steps 25–28 Test Activity� 43

Small Step 29� 44 
owe  play  room  school  these

Small Step 30� 45 
wish  good  home  long  mother

Small Step 31� 46 
open  tell  give  write  saw

Small Step 32� 47 
read  head  own  let  may

Small Steps 29–32 Revision Activity� 48
Small Steps 29–32 Test Activity� 49

General Revision Activities� 50

Student Mastery Record� 51-52

Some Useful Activities� 53

SAMPLE



Small Steps in Reading and Spelling	 2� © 2014  Five Senses Education Pty Ltd
Peter M. Clutterbuck

SMALL STEP 1

Study words as the to all it

A.	Visual Identification
a.	Find and colour each study 

word in the grid.

t h e a

t i i s

o n t x

a l l x

b.	Find and write the study word 
inside these larger words.

balloon	 __________________________

mast	 __________________________

other	 __________________________

stole	 __________________________

grit	 __________________________

B.	 Using the Word
Use a study word to complete each sentence.

1.	 We saw ___________________ large bird in a tree.

2.	 Mike and I are going ___________________ the football match.

3.	 She saw the stolen car ___________________ she was walking to school.

4.	 This pen belongs to your brother.  Can you give ___________________ to him?

5.	 I am sure ___________________ the class will want to go to the zoo.

C.	Sounds
Circle the two words in each group that sound the same.

1.	 sat  it  pit 2.	 call  all  ape 3.	 two  to  ten

D.	 Letter Patterns
In the box colour the words with all in green, those containing the in red 
and those containing it in yellow.

there habit skit fall
stall other squall mother

rabbit wall brother knit
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SMALL STEPS 1 – 4  Revision Activity� Name______________________

Look and Colour in Cover and Write Try again if wrong

Look and Colour in Cover and Write Try again if wrong

Look and Colour in Cover and Write Try again if wrong

Look and Colour in Cover and Write Try again if wrong

Teacher/Parent Signature ______________________Date_________________________
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SMALL STEPS 1 – 4  TEST Activity

Choose the correct list word to fill the space.

1.	 We are singing____________ we walk.   (at  as) 

2.	 We saw ____________ dog in the room.   (if   the)

3.	 Joan is going ____________the movie.   (to   it)

4.	 They ____________ want to come with us.   (and   all)

5.	 Both Mike ____________ Jack like chocolate.   (and   are)

6.	 Mike gave ____________ to me .  (it   at)

7.	 It is the third day ____________ the month.   (was   of)

8.	 Whose dog is ____________ ?   (that   and)

9.	 Did they think I ____________ doing a good job?   (was   that)

10.	We all hope ____________ gets better soon.   (in   he)

11.	 The cat is ____________ the room.   (it   in)

12.	Sally ____________ twelve years old today.   (is   are)

13.	He got into trouble ____________being so rude.   (for   is)

14.	She tried to do it ____________ failed.   (for   but)

15.	 I am sure they ____________ still coming.   (are   is)

16.	We saw the bear ____________ the zoo.   (at  it)

17.	 Will you ____________ a long time?   (him   be)

18.	They all ____________ a happy time at the dance.   (him  had)

19.	 We helped ____________ yesterday.   (him  he)

20.	They are ____________ allowed to come with us.   (for   not)

� Score _______  /20

Teacher/Parent Signature ______________________Date_________________________
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