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REVISING PARTS OF 
SPEECH 

 
It is important to remember the basic 
parts of speech. Deconstructing text is 
much easier and effective when you can 
use the correct term to refer to a word you 
want to discuss.  
 
It is ideal if you know the following parts of speech. This will 
especially help with your senior study. 
 

Part of Speech Explanation Examples 

noun 
Proper, abstract, concrete... 

A person, place or thing: 
Concrete: a thing that can be seen or touched 
Abstract: a thing that cannot be seen or touched 
Proper: the name of something 

Concrete: chair, butterfly, smoke 
Abstract: happiness, space 
Proper: Grant, the Sydney Opera House 

pronoun 
personal, possessive, 

relative, interrogative, 
demonstrative 

Words used in place of nouns: the type of 
pronoun it is depends on what it is doing! 
Personal pronouns: refer to a person or thing 
Possessive pronouns: show ownership  
Relative pronouns: refer back to nouns or personal 
pronouns 
Interrogative pronouns: used to ask questions 
Demonstrative pronouns: point things out 

Personal: I, she, her, him, me, he 

Possessive: his, her, ours, yours 

Relative: who, which, whom, that 
eg. The girl who fell went to hospital. 
(refers back to the girl) 
 
Interrogative: where, which, what  

Demonstrative: that, this, those, these 

verb 
Words that show action or what is 
happening. These include actions that are physical, 
mental and ‘having’ and ‘being’ (verbs to be and to have) 

jump, think, perspire 
verbs to be: is am, are, was, were, be, 
been, being 
verbs to have: has, have, had 

adjective a describing word that gives information 
about the noun 

the green car, the disgusted mother 

adverb a word that gives information about the 
verb   

he ran quickly, Yesterday she fell over, 
The tree crashed there. 

present participle An ‘ing’ word that is a type of verb   kicking, jumping, smiling 

conjunction A joining word (makes compound 
sentences) 

and, but because, whilst,  

article 
A, an (indefinite articles as they do not refer 
to a particular noun) OR the (the definite 
article as it refers to a particular thing) 

a coat (any coat = indefinite) 
I want to eat an apple (any apple) 
I want to eat the apple (a particular, 
selected apple) 

subject The noun in the sentence doing the action The boy jumped into the bin. 
Trees swayed in the wind 

phrase A group of words that makes some sense 
but has no finite verb 

over the bridge 
around the playground 

clause 
 

A group of words that have a subject and 
verb 

Wash the car as I have shown you. 
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Activities 
1. Use the following table to classify the following words. Some words may be 

able to belong to more than one part of speech! 
 
 

an you police polite imagination the
circle window noisily explode be politely
his fish imaginative a noiseless our
imaginatively politeness jumping my has quest

 
 

noun pronoun verb adverb adjective article
      
      
      
      
      
 
 
2. Underline and circle the parts of speech indicated. There may be more than 

one word that needs circling or underlining! 
 

a)  It was a bright morning.  

b)  Seven bananas lay squashed under the wheel. 

c)  It was only a matter of time before he slipped. 

d)  Amazingly he missed the turn off. 

e)  He shuddered as the infected sore burnt. 

f)  Alpacas are kept for fine wool. 

g)  My favourite holidays always involve the beach. 

h)  Tomorrow I will start studying. 

g)  The teacher droned endlessly. 

h)  She was a coarse girl who needed to watch her mouth. 

i)  I carefully extracted the hair off the hamburger. 

k)  The emerald eyes flickered restlessly. 

l)  The building was old but it was also attractive. 

m)  Slipping sideways she negotiated the evil bend. 

n)  Bones, dried and fresh, littered the floor. 

o)  I never knew my father although I loved him. 

p)  Clouds brushed lightly over the horizon. 

Underline
noun 

adjective 
article 
adverb 

conjunction 
noun 

pronoun 
adverb 
noun 

adjective 
article 

adjective 
conjunction 

noun 
adjective 

conjunction 

noun 

Circle
adjective 

noun 
noun 
verb 
noun 

adjective 
article 

pronoun 
adverb 

pronoun 
verb 

adverb 
adjective 

verb 
noun 

pronoun 
adverb
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EXAMINATION SKILLS  
 Answering multiple 

choice  
 
One of the most common types of 
examination responses is the multiple choice 
question. It is essential you realise that these 
are not easy. The assumption that these are 
simple, since the answers are provided, 
contributes to many students not achieving 
well at these questions.  
 
 

A multiple choice question is one where you 
have to select the correct response from a 
number given (usually four; A, B, C or D). 

 
 
Why are multiple choice questions so difficult in English? 

 
THERE IS NOT ONLY ONE ANSWER!  

It is not simply a matter of one answer being correct and the others incorrect. Instead 
the correct answer is the best answer. The incorrect responses often have truth in 
them but are not the best response.  
 
TYPICAL ERRORS ARE CATERED FOR! 

The wrong answers are not ridiculous answers. One is usually clearly wrong (called 
the distracter) but the other wrong responses are written to cater for common 
student errors or misreading.  

Strategies: How do you get the best marks?
Basic Rules
 Don’t look for the correct response instead use a process of elimination (see 

below) Remember you are after the best response! 

 Never leave any out! Don’t leave gaps while you are filling in. Leaving questions 
out is the sure way to muddle up your answers. Guess if you must! 

 Never change answers unless you know exactly why your original answer is wrong! 
(Coming back to change responses on a whim is a common mistake!) 

 Don’t look for patterns in letters chosen. Response letters are random! 

 Read the whole text before you start answering. Think before you start! Get an 
overall understanding of the text you have read/viewed. Purpose? Form? 
Audience? This practice helps stop the silly errors that occur when students rush in.

The Process of Elimination 
 Eliminate the two most incorrect answers then choose from the two left 

 Guess from the two remaining if necessary
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Let’s Practise the Process of Elimination 
 

Read the following passage then answer the following questions. Follow the 
process of elimination before deciding on your final answer. (see below!) 
 

Summertime Care for Poultry 
It is especially important to care for your poultry in the summer months as poor care will lower 
production and cost you eggs in winter. Heat is one of the greatest killers of poultry, especially in 
Australian conditions. This is especially so for waterfowl. They need a constant supply of water to avoid 
dehydration and eye problems. Always have enough water to enable them to dunk their heads and 
gargle like crazy. 
 
The average chook also needs a constant supply of cool, fresh water. The cool water is vital as birds will 
not drink warm or hot water. Poultry have been known to die in pens that had plenty of water but it was 
warm and undrinkable. Poultry do not like to walk over sunny, hot areas to get to water so make sure 
the water is in a shady place. Try to change the water every day if you have the plastic containers as 
these grow algae very quickly. 
 
Summertime is also the time for families to holiday. When you go away ensure that you get a neighbour 
to check on the birds every day or so. Ask them to check the water levels and make sure there are no 
blockages. They can also  in some scraps that will keep the birds interested if they are not used 
to being locked up. You should know how much your birds eat so food should not be a problem. Make 
sure there is enough and a bit more, just in case. It is terrible to come home to a pen of dead birds, but it 
does happen. 
 
Summertime also brings an increase in pests. Mosquitoes spread nasty diseases like fowl pox so 
eliminate any watery breeding spots. Summer is always a good time to worm birds. This can be done 
through the water or feed. Both systems are effective and will ensure the birds are in good condition to 
survive the heat and prepare for the moult. Now is also the time to kill those external parasites such as 
bird lice. Dusting the birds with any of the insecticides available can do this. It is quick and easy to do 
and will make everyone more comfortable! 
 
Summer is also a great time to change the litter in the pens and all the nesting materials. This goes well 
on the garden and is best recycled there, feathers and all. You may also wish to change the perches or 
spray them as well. If you can complete all these simple tasks both you and your poultry will be much 
happier and the birds will be more productive. 
 

1.  Read the question and the possible answers. 
2.  Eliminate TWO responses – the most incorrect! Cross these out as below. 
3.   Choose from the remaining two responses. Think which is the better response.

 
1. Which of the following best describes the form of this text? 

(A) A narrative 
(B) An article 
(C) An anecdote 
(D) A biography  

  

Step 2: Eliminating TWO 
It is not a story so A is incorrect. 
It is not an account of a person’s life so D is incorrect. 
Step 3: Choosing ONE 
Whilst it has some personal elements it is not a retelling of a 
personal event so it is not C. It must be B! 
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Now you try… 
2. Why is summer an important time for poultry?  

(A) Poultry lay most of their eggs in summer months. 
(B) The hot season is disliked by poultry and can kill them. 
(C) It is a time that brings many problems for poultry.  
(D) A good deal of work is required for good poultry care. 

 
 
3. Why is cool, fresh water so important in summer? 

(A) Summer is hot and all animals need more water. 
(B) Poultry will not drink warm water even if they are hot. 
(C) People often forget to look after animals during holidays. 
(D) Algae grows in water that is warm and not kept clean. 

4. What is the meaning of “external parasites”? 
(A) Infesting insects that suck the blood of poultry 
(B) Worms that live in the intestines of the poultry 
(C) Scrap eating insects hiding in the feathers of birds  
(D) Insects that attack humans as well as poultry 
 
 

5. What is the purpose of this text? 
(A) To instruct people about how to care for their poultry in summer 
(B) To persuade people of the benefits of keeping poultry over summer   
(C) To describe the experiences of poultry during the summer months  
(D) To inform people of the great care needed for poultry over summer 

 
 
6. What is the tone of the comment, “It is quick and easy to do and will make everyone 

 more comfortable!” ? 
(A) Disinterested 
(B) Interested 
(C) Negative 
(D) Encouraging  

7. Which best describes the language of this text? 
(A) Formal (correct and proper) and emotive 
(B) Colloquial (everyday, chatty language) and emotive 
(C) Formal (correct and proper) and neutral 
(D) Colloquial (everyday, chatty language) and neutral 
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(B) Poultry will not drink warm water even if they are hot. 
(C) People often forget to look after animals during holidays. 
(D) Algae grows in water that is warm and not kept clean. 

4. What is the meaning of “external parasites”? 
(A) Infesting insects that suck the blood of poultry 
(B) Worms that live in the intestines of the poultry 
(C) Scrap eating insects hiding in the feathers of birds  
(D) Insects that attack humans as well as poultry 
 
 

5. What is the purpose of this text? 
(A) To instruct people about how to care for their poultry in summer 
(B) To persuade people of the benefits of keeping poultry over summer   
(C) To describe the experiences of poultry during the summer months  
(D) To inform people of the great care needed for poultry over summer 

 
 
6. What is the tone of the comment, “It is quick and easy to do and will make everyone 

 more comfortable!” ? 
(A) Disinterested 
(B) Interested 
(C) Negative 
(D) Encouraging  

7. Which best describes the language of this text? 
(A) Formal (correct and proper) and emotive 
(B) Colloquial (everyday, chatty language) and emotive 
(C) Formal (correct and proper) and neutral 
(D) Colloquial (everyday, chatty language) and neutral 
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RECOMMENDED WIDE READING  

These books range greatly in difficulty and concepts. There 
really are thousands of fantastic books out there. These 
are just a few of our favourites! Some are fiction others are 
nonfiction. See how many you can read. 

TICK THEM AS YOU READ IF YOU LIKE!

48 Shades of Brown, Nick Earls 

A Cage of Butterflies, Brian Caswell 

After the First Death, Robert Cormier 

Animal Farm, George Orwell 

Battleaxe, Sara Douglass (plus the series) 

Black Ice, Lucy Sussex 

Deadly, Unna? Phillip Gwynne 

Ella Enchanted, Gail Carson Levine 

Falling, Anne Provoost 

First They Killed my Father, Loung Ung 

Generals Die in Bed, Charles Yale Harrison 

Girl With a Pearl Earring, Tracy Chevalier 

Great Expectations, Charles Dickens 

Hatchet, Gary Paulsen 

How I live Now, Meg Rosoff 

 I am Legend, Richard Matheson 

 I am the Cheese, Robert Cormier 

 I’m Not Scared, Niccolo Ammaniti 

Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte 

Looking for Alibrandi, Melina Marchetta 

Lord of the Flies, William Golding 

Mandragora, David McRobbie 

Merryll of the Stones, Brian Caswell 

My Place, Sally Morgan 

Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck 

Peeling the Onion, Wendy Orr 
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QUICK FIND GLOSSARY  
 

Here is a list of ‘great-to-know’ English jargon. Tick off those you know 
and work on the rest!  
 

TERM MEANING

Adjective Commonly called a describing word they are used to add description. 
They can be quite simple such as big, small etc. 

Adverb
These mainly change or add information to a verb or verbs. Many 
adverbs end in ‘ly’ and this is sometimes a way of identifying them. 
You need also to be familiar with adverbial clauses and phrases.

Alliteration Repetition of consonant sounds eg. big, blue bike
Anecdote A brief story, often entertaining
Archaic 
expression

Language that comes from the past. It might be a word, a phrase or 
may be a result of the word order (syntax).

Assonance Repetition of vowel sounds eg. slow road to nowhere

Audience Who the text is meant for. For example, the audience may be pre-
schoolers for a fairy tale

Aural techniques Language techniques that are focused on sound.

Ballad A narrative song. These were popular before people could read 
stories and were often a way of recording history orally.

Capital letters Used when beginning a sentence, for proper nouns and titles

Classical The literature period before the Romantics. It was a time that valued 
order, logic and clever wit. 

Commas These are used to separate information. eg. My dog, Tess, has rolled 
in the dam.

Conjunction A joining word that joins two simple sentences together eg. but, and, 
yet, before, until

Demand The type of graphic where the subject looks directly at the audience.

Describe
Say what something is like. When describing you should try to use 
adjectives and adverbs. For more complex description you can use 
similes and metaphors.

Describing word A common expression for an adjective.
Detached Not involved, separate from what is happening, looking on
Dictionary A text that allows you to find word meanings.
Discuss To look at all aspects of a topic. Examine both sides of an issue 
Economy of 
language

Saying something as concisely as possible. This means using as few 
words as possible to express ideas.

Editing The process whereby a text is improved ready for publication.
Emotional Involving feelings, revealing how the writer feels about something
Explain To make something clear
Exposition A point-of-view, a giving of an opinion
Extended 
metaphor

A metaphor that continues for more than just a line or two in a text. 
The composer develops it further.

Factual Containing truths, things that can be proven

Fantasy A genre that is very unrealistic. It often involves heroes and quests. 
Fairy-tales are part of the genre.

Finite verb A verb that is used to describe the noun that is the subject of a 
statement.
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ANSWERS 
 
REVISING PARTS OF SPEECH – Page 8 
 
1. Use the following table to classify the following words. Some words may actually be able to belong to 

more than one part of speech! 
 

noun pronoun verb adverb adjective article
circle his circle imaginatively imaginative an 
window you fish noisily polite a 
fish my police politely noiseless the 
politeness our jumping    
police  explode    
imagination  be    
quest  has    

 quest    
 
2. Underline and circle the parts of speech indicated. There may be more than one word that needs 

circling or underlining! 
 
a)   It was a bright morning.

b)   Seven bananas lay squashed under the dirty wheel. 

c)   It was only a matter of time before he slipped. 

d)   Amazingly he missed the turn off. 

e)   He shuddered as the infected sore burnt. 

f)   Alpacas are kept for fine wool. 

g)   My favourite holidays always involve the beach. 

h)   Tomorrow I will start studying. 

g)   The teacher droned endlessly. 

h)   She was a coarse girl who needed to watch her mouth. 

i)   I carefully extracted the hair off the hamburger. 

k)   The emerald eyes flickered restlessly. 

l)   The building was old but it was also attractive. 

m)   Slipping sideways she negotiated the evil bend. 

n)   Bones, dried and fresh, littered the floor. 

o)   I never knew my father although I loved him. 

p)   Clouds brushed lightly over the horizon. 

 
EXAMINATION SKILLS : Answering multiple choice – Page 11 
2.C,  3.B,  4.A,  5.A,  6.D,  7.B 
COMPREHENSION ACTIVITY: Letter to the Editor – Page 13 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  
1.B,  2.D,  3.A,  4.B,  5.A,  6.C,  7.B 
 
SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS  
1.  List all the reasons why the writer says the airport should not be located at Greensfield. 
 No mention has ever been made before 
 Country people already suffer  
 Country people do not use airports much 
 It is too foggy 
 It is too far from the city 
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