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Literary Terms

Match the literary terms to their meanings. When you come across a word that is new put it in 
your personal word list to revise later.

hyperbole imagery personification climax portmanteau

oxymoron allegory epilogue spoonerism euphemism

Meaning Literary  Term

1. An exaggerated statement not meant to be taken literally.

2. When two words are joined together to make a new word. 
Example, smog is formed from fog and smoke.

3. A literary work in which the characters and events 
symbolise some deeper underlying meaning.

4. Words put together that seem to contradict each other. A 
well known example is the phrase; ‘the same difference’

5. The high point of a literary work.

6. Words or phrases that appeal to the reader’s senses.

7. A word used to substitute for a word that might be 
perceived as too harsh or even embarrassing. For example 
the used of ‘passed away’ instead of ‘died’.

8. When a human characteristic is given or attributed to 
something non human. For example the phrase; ‘justice is 
blind’.

9. Occurs when a speaker accidently transposes the initial 
sounds of two or more words, often to humorous effect. 
Example, know your blows instead of blow your nose.

10. A section at the end of a book that adds further conclusion 
or comment to the story.

1
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Use these words to answer the questions.

dialogue antagonist malapropism prologue

stanza alliteration metaphor motif

Question Answer

11. What is the name for the figure of speech that is an 
implied comparison? An example, ‘it is raining cats and 
dogs’?

12. What is the name given to a character that is the source of 
conflict in a literary work such as a book or a film?

13. What is the introductory section to a literary work 
sometimes called?

14. What is the name given to the words spoken by characters 
in a literary work?

15. What is it called when you use the same letter at the 
beginning of a group of words? Example; Walter walked 
wearily …

16. What is the name given to a recurring feature that has 
significance in a literary work?

17. What is the name for a group of lines forming a recurring 
metrical unit of a poem?

18. What is it called when the writer or speaker mistakenly 
uses a word in place of a similarly sounding word? You 
could have knocked me over with a fender (feather).

What is a parody? 

Example: The most popular film at the moment is a parody of Love Story.

Cha
llenge

Cha
llenge
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Travel

Read the names of unusual forms of transport in the box below.  Most are unique to certain 
countries. Try and work out what each one is.

jeepney tuk-tuk funicular

chariot velocipede toboggan

hovercraft rickshaw gondola

Question Answer

1. Public transport used in the Philippines.

2. An early bicycle.

3. An inclined railway operated by cables

4. A two-wheeled vehicle drawn by horses.

5. A light, narrow object used for sliding downhill on snow or ice.

6. A light flat-bottomed boat used in the canals in Venice.

7. A vehicle that can travel on land or water on a cushion of air.

8. A two-wheeled vehicle pulled by one or two people. Mostly 
used in Asian countries.

9. A three-wheeled motorised vehicle used in Thailand.

Write a word or phrase with a similar meaning to the word underlined.

10. What time does the plane depart? 

11. What time will the plane arrive?

12. How long will the journey be?

13. Can I have an aisle seat?

14. Do they serve food on board?

15. I leave from gate 33. Where is it?

16. Can I board the plane now?

17. Why is my flight delayed?

18. Why is your luggage so heavy?

19. Where is the conveyor belt?

What is a ketch? 

2
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Law
There are many laws in Australia that citizens may encounter. There are consequences if people 
break the law. For example, when driving there are speed limits for cars. If the driver speeds, the 
law is broken and the driver may be given a traffic infringement which means the driver must 
pay a fine and may encounter more serious consequences. 

There are many words used in relation to law and the courts that have a specific meaning. These 
words are called legal terms. 

Complete the sentences using one of the legal terms in the box below. Remember to put any new words 
into your personal word list.

sentence warrant defendant parole trial

bail misdemeanour affidavit acquitted verdict

1. The accused was                                                     when the jury found him not guilty.

2. In order to be released from gaol before the trial she had to post                                                       

3. My                                                      took place over 2 days in front of a jury.

4. The prisoner had to wait 12 hours after the trial finished for the                                                              

5. After the verdict was given the judge announced the                                                      to the court.

6. John was sorry for what he had done and was a well-behaved prisoner so was given early   
                                                    

7. She was sent to gaol for just six months as the judge declared the crime was a                                         

8. In a criminal case the person charged with the crime is known as the                                                     

9. I wrote an                                                     to say my brother was with me when the car was stolen.

10. The person responsible for the robberies has not been caught but there is a  
                                                     out for his arrest.

3
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Sort the words related to the law. One of the words can be used as both a noun and a verb. Put 
that word in the column with the nouns and circle it. Put any words that you are unsure of in 
your personal word list. 

sue judge plead solicitor expunge

barrister close lawyer argue jury

Words related to actions, the things people 
and lawyers do (verbs)

Words related to people working in the field 
of law (nouns)

11.  16.  

12.  17.  

13.  18.  

14.  19.  

15.  20.  

The word brief is a familiar word but what does it mean in the field of law?Cha
llenge

Cha
llenge
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Answers
1. Literary Terms
1. hyperbole
2. portmanteau 
3. allegory 
4. oxymoron
5. climax
6. imagery
7. euphemism 
8. personification 
9. spoonerism 
10. epilogue
11. metaphor 
12. antagonist 
13. prologue
14. dialogue 
15. alliteration
16. motif 
17. stanza 
18. malapropism

Challenge: A parody is a humorous and sometimes exaggerated 
imitation of a literary work

2. Travel
1. jeepney
2. velocipede 
3. funicular 
4. chariot
5. toboggan 
6. gondola
7. hovercraft
8. rickshaw
9. tuk-tuk 
10. leave
11. land
12. trip
13. passage between two rows 
14. provide 
15. door 
16. get on
17. late
18. bag 
19. carousel or baggage claim

Challenge: A ketch is a type of sail boat with two masts. The 
forward mast is the biggest.

3. Law
1. acquitted
2. bail
3. trial 
4. verdict
5. sentence 
6. parole
7. misdemeanour 
8. defendant
9. affidavit 
10. warrant  

11. sue 16. judge (can be a verb or a noun)

12. plead 17. jury

13. close 18. solicitor

14. argue 19. lawyer

15. expunge 20. barrister

Challenge: The word brief is a familiar word but what does it mean 
in the field of law?

Brief comes from the Latin ‘brevis’ which means short.  A brief is a 
written legal document that is presented to a court arguing why 
one party to a particular case should prevail. 

4. Money
1. cheque 
2. teller
3. barter 
4. petty cash 
5. credit
6. bureau de change 
7. investment 
8. deposit
9. currency 
10. exchange rate 
11. debited
12. debt 
13. interest 
14. transaction 
15. withdrew  

 

Currency Country

16. Euro Netherlands

17. Kina Papua New Guinea

18. Franc Switzerland

19. Yen Japan

20. Pound United Kingdom

21. Rupee India

22. Peso Chile

23. Shilling Kenya

24. Dram Armenia

25. Ringgit Malaysia

26. Krone Norway

27. Ruble Russia

28. prosperous 32. broke

29. wealthy 33. destitute

30. affluent 34. skint

31. well-off 35. impoverished

Challenge: Charitable is related to helping people in need. You 
might describe someone as being charitable when they help 
someone. The noun is charity. Finland used the ‘markka’ before the 
euro.SAMPLE
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