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In its broadest sense, the universally shared human experience encompasses all of those 
experiences that are now, and have always been, commonly shared by humans throughout history. 
Anthropologists tell us that storytelling is central to human existence and is common to every 
known culture, past and present. It involves a symbiotic exchange between teller and listener which 
begins with nursery rhymes and fairy tales in infancy. Throughout human history, story-telling has 
been used as a powerful representational tool to portray and chronicle human experience. Stories 
explore both positive and negative human qualities and when done well, can trigger empathy, self-
awareness and insight.   

 
 
 
 

Textual Representation of Human Experiences  

 Study of varied texts to explore differing representations of ‘Human Experiences’   
 Developed understanding of how varied texts represent individual and collective human 

experiences  

 Examine how texts represent human qualities and the emotions linked to these 
experiences 

 Consideration of the role played by storytelling in expressing and reflecting human lives 
and cultures 

Textual study used to develop analytical and compositional skills 

 Develop comprehension, interpretive and analytical skills in response to varied texts 
 Appreciate, explore, interpret, analyse and evaluate the ways language is used to shape 

textual representations in varied forms, modes and media 

 Formulate informed responses to varied texts by considering how meaning is shaped by 
use of context, purpose, structure, stylistic and grammatical features 

 Examine how different modes and media use visual, verbal and/or digital language 
elements 

 Explore how texts can highlight anomalies, paradoxes and inconsistencies in human 
behaviour and motivations 

 Consider how textual representation invites responders to see the world differently, to 
challenge assumptions, ignite new ideas or personally reflect 

 Broaden textual response skills and build confidence in using literary devices, modes and 
media 

 Develop metalanguage skills, correct grammar and syntax to analyse language and 
express a personal perspective about text 

 Use figurative and evaluative language skills to express universal themes and make 
informed judgements about texts 

 Draw from personal experience to make connections between themselves, the world 
and their wider world  
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Why humanity has always told stories 
 
 

 
 
 

Some of the most famous Palaeolithic cave paintings in the world are found in a cave complex in 
south-western France. The exceptional quality, size, sophistication and antiquity of the Lascaux rock 
art are even more impressive when it is realised that they are estimated to be up to 20,000 years 
old. The paintings primarily consist of large animals that were once native to the region. Nearly 
2,000 figures have been found, covering three main categories; animals, human figures and 
abstract designs. The animals are depicted as if running, reinforcing that the images were meant to 
represent important aspects of daily life. The major images have been painted onto the walls using 
mineral pigments but some designs have also been incised into the stone. In some places female 
images are shown, probably linked to fertility, and in some of the hardest to get to sections, the 
animals have been overdrawn several times and pierced with spears in what was likely to be some 
sort of ritual act. They have UNESCO world heritage significance as being representational of 
earliest man’s attempts to chart human experiences and make sense of daily existence.  

Academics have speculated about why prehistoric people painted and engraved the walls at 
Lascaux and other caves like it. Some suggest that the images play a ritualistic role in ‘hunting 
magic’ and are a visual story-telling effort to increase the chance of a successful hunt and therefore 
safeguard the survival of the community. Another prominent theory is that the images 
communicate real life narratives, with a sense of immediacy achieved by showing many of the 
animals in motion. One particular image of a bison depicts an action/reaction scenario. The size and 
strength of the bison is conveyed by thick dark lines and its head is atypically turned to face the 
viewer. That it has been injured is evident in the hanging intestines’ but the weapons and prone 
human figure also stress the dangers. This image is visual story-telling of a real event at a time 
when there was no written language.                  
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The power of Story Telling  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stories have always been a primal form of social communication from the time it was linked to 
ancient myths, legends and folktales. They have been used throughout history to explain natural 
phenomenon such as lightning or drought and to reinforce cultural traditions, rituals and symbols. 
Telling stories has also been essential in promoting cultural cohesion as well as social and emotional 
development. By drawing the audience into the narrative world that is being created, stories 
encourage the listener or reader to view life from an observer’s standpoint and perspective.  

http://archeologie.culture.fr/lascaux/en/node/9028/salle-taureaux 
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Political Context 1974-1984 

The political fall-out of the 1974 Coal Strike contributed to the 
election loss of Edward Heath’s Conservative government. The 
following year, he also lost his position as Conservative Party 
Leader to Margaret Thatcher. Nicholas Ridley drew up a list of 
possible strategies that could be useful in dealing with future 
union unrest and inflation when Thatcher’s party won re-
election.  She did so in 1979, becoming the first female British 
Prime Minister. She exhibited an autocratic leadership style 
characterised by decisiveness and dogged determination and 
belief in her own convictions. This is evident in her 1980 
statement to her Cabinet, ‘I don’t mind how much my Ministers 
talk, so long as they do what I say.’   

She favoured a ‘monetarist’ economic agenda and introduced 
tough budgetary policies in her first term of office to lower 
inflation and cut industry subsidies. She also began privatising 
Telecom, British Gas and British Airways and, despite already 
high unemployment figures, in February 1981, considered 
closing nearly two dozen coal mines. She was forced to temporarily shelve this idea due to the 
world-wide economic slump and a threatened strike action by the National Miners Union (NUM). 
She held firm to her economic policy however, and against advice given by many British 
economists, included further spending cuts in her 1982 budget. Despite falling popularity, she 
reaffirmed her ‘iron will’ when she told her Conservative Party Conference, ‘I am extraordinarily 
patient, provided I get my own way in the end’. By this time, Nicholas Ridley had become her 
trusted Junior Foreign Minister and in another cost-cutting strategy, had begun negotiating a ‘sale 
and leaseback’ agreement of the Falkland Islands to Argentina.  

Britain had asserted sovereignty over this tiny island colony since 1833 but this had long been 
contested by Argentina. Due to rising tensions in the area however, the Foreign Minister pleaded 
with her to deploy ships to the region. Any military intervention however would be both 
problematic and risky because the islands were over eight thousand miles away. Ridley had actually 
proposed withdrawing the last British naval vessel from the area but Sir Henry Leach, the First Sea 
Lord of the navy, persuaded Thatcher that a successful military response could be achieved. An 
Opinion Poll taken on April 1st 1983 ranked her as the most unpopular Prime Minister in British 
history, making it likely that she would lose the next election. Her political dilemma worsened the 
next day when news came that the Argentinean dictator, President Galtieri, had invaded the 
Falkland Islands.  

Her decision to launch a military mission to re-take control of the islands was a huge political 
gamble but she tapped into national pride by her use of jingoistic rhetoric that she would not 
‘appease’ the Argentine dictatorship and would defend the islander’s right to be British. Her strong 
relationship with President Regan prompted him to offer her the American logistical support, fuel 
and weapons necessary to secure a British victory. Public attention, however, was taken away from 
economic problems by media focus on the short war. She won a landslide electoral second term of 
office in 1983.  Now that she had successfully defeated the Argentinean, ‘enemy without’ she 
resumed her focus on ‘economic rationalism’ plans to privatise the Coal Industry. Nicholas Ridley’s 
contingency plans had suggested stockpiling coal supplies and putting plans in place for mobilising 
police on a national level.  

British Prime Minister  
Margaret Thatcher 
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The Miners’ Strike  

Strike-Breaking Strategies - The Ripley Report  
 

 

On 6th March, the National Coal Board (NCB) announced that the agreement reached after the 
1974 Miners’ strike, was now obsolete and that in order to reduce government subsidies, twenty 
collieries would close. The first to go would be the most unprofitable mines. Such closures, 
however, meant the loss of 20,000 jobs as well as the cessation of the primary source of 
employment for many mining communities in Northern England and Wales. Arthur Scargill, the 
President of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) called a national strike but without holding 
a national ballot of NUM members as requested by some Nottinghamshire and Midlands Coalfields. 
This decision distanced support by some of the other major unions and enabled Thatcher to 
declare the strike illegal.  
 
 

The government should if possible choose the field of battle. 
Industries were grouped by the likelihood of winning a strike; the coal industry was in the 

'middle' of three groups of industries mentioned. 
Coal stocks should be built up at power stations.   
Plans should be made to import coal from non-union foreign ports. 
Non-union lorry drivers to be recruited by haulage companies. 
Dual coal-oil firing generators to be installed, at extra cost; 
'Cut off the money supply to the strikers and make the union finance them'. 
Train and equip a large, mobile squad of police ready to employ riot tactics in order to 

uphold the law against violent picketing.  

 Billy Elliot 17 

The Miners’ Strike  

Strike-Breaking Strategies - The Ripley Report  
 

 

On 6th March, the National Coal Board (NCB) announced that the agreement reached after the 
1974 Miners’ strike, was now obsolete and that in order to reduce government subsidies, twenty 
collieries would close. The first to go would be the most unprofitable mines. Such closures, 
however, meant the loss of 20,000 jobs as well as the cessation of the primary source of 
employment for many mining communities in Northern England and Wales. Arthur Scargill, the 
President of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) called a national strike but without holding 
a national ballot of NUM members as requested by some Nottinghamshire and Midlands Coalfields. 
This decision distanced support by some of the other major unions and enabled Thatcher to 
declare the strike illegal.  
 
 

The government should if possible choose the field of battle. 
Industries were grouped by the likelihood of winning a strike; the coal industry was in the 

'middle' of three groups of industries mentioned. 
Coal stocks should be built up at power stations.   
Plans should be made to import coal from non-union foreign ports. 
Non-union lorry drivers to be recruited by haulage companies. 
Dual coal-oil firing generators to be installed, at extra cost; 
'Cut off the money supply to the strikers and make the union finance them'. 
Train and equip a large, mobile squad of police ready to employ riot tactics in order to 

uphold the law against violent picketing.  

SAMPLE



 Billy Elliot 18 

Access by striking miners to social benefits was cut off and NUM union funds were frozen in 
October 1984. The crippling financial consequences of such measures were exacerbated by a 
particularly harsh winter and the cancelling of the annual free coal supplies normally given to 
pensioners.  Previous strikes had been called over wages or working conditions but this strike was 
triggered by the threat of widespread redundancy. By cutting off access to funds, Thatcher was 
determined to use financial hardship as an economic weapon to crush union power, declaring ‘I do 
not believe that people who go on strike in this country have a legitimate cause.’ At the peak of the 
year-long strike approximately 145,000 -160,000 miners were involved, and the government versus 
union conflict generated a groundswell of public support for the miners.  

Mining Communities under Siege 

Mine closures threatened an entire way of colliery life for workers and their towns and villages. The 
lack of income stretched many mining communities to breaking point, galvanising wide-ranging self
-help initiatives by Women’s Action Groups. Colliery women also began to assert themselves 
politically, organising demonstrations and travelling across the country to rally support for the 
strike. Groups like the ‘Thorne Women against Pit Closures’ also coalesced into a national body 
called Women Against Pit Closures (WAPC). Various fund-raising ideas were begun such as twinning 
collieries with specific towns or cities to get money needed to purchase essential supplies such as 
fuel for the winter. Conferences were organised and after a London Rally on August 11th 1984, they 
handed a petition to the Queen.  Many women also actively joined picket lines or became involved 
in confrontations with the police.  

Such initiatives were accompanied by a wave of trade union support from towns and cities around 
the world, enabling food distribution centres and community kitchens to be set up. France, 
Germany and Belgium were particularly responsive to Christmas appeals, sending food laden 
convoys of lorries bearing the slogan ‘They Shall Not Starve’. Toys were also donated for the 
children of striking miners. Such generosity from strangers helped alleviate the financial and 
emotional hardship. Trevor Hicks was the Vicar of Knottingley during the strike, and he recalls the 
resourcefulness and energy of the women, noting that while ‘there was undoubted hardship and 
the need for stringent home economies, there was an enormous sense of solidarity and real 
humour which kept communities together.’   
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